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TIME’S PERSON 
OF THE YEAR IS 
POPE FRANCIS 



Pope Francis, Time maga¬ 
zine’s 2013 Person of the Year, 
in a photo of the magazine 
cover provided by Time, 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2013. 

(AP Photo) 

DAVID BAUDER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Time 
magazine selected Pope 
Francis as its Person of the 
Year on Wednesday, say¬ 
ing the Catholic Church's 
new leader has changed 
the perception of the 
2,000-year-old institution in 
an extraordinary way. 

The pope beat out NSA 
leaker Edward Snowden 
for the distinction, which 
the newsmagazine has 
been giving each year 
since 1927. 

The former Cardinal Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio was elect¬ 
ed in March as the first 
pope from Latin America 
and the first Jesuit. Since 
taking over at the Vatican, 
he has urged the Catholic 
Church not to be obsessed 
with “small-minded rules.” 


Continued on page 3 
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House Speaker John Boehner of Ohio, left, joined by House Budget Committee Chairman Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., takes reporters 
questions, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2013, as House Republicans signaled support for a budget deal 


worked out this week. 

STEVEN R. HURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
gressional negotiators set 
to work Wednesday trying 
to sell a compromise bud¬ 
get plan to conservatives 


who are upset by contin¬ 
ued deficit spending and 
liberals who want an ex¬ 
tension of unemployment 
benefits for long-term job¬ 
less Americans. President 
Barack Obama called the 


agreement a good first 
step, one that would pre¬ 
vent another government 
shutdown early next year. 
The path to the bipartisan 
deal was greased by falling 
poll numbers for both Dem- 


(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 

ocrats, who control the 
Senate, and Republicans, 
who control the House of 
Representatives. 


Continued on page 4 
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Throngs vie for a last look at Mandela 


Alan Cowell 
© 2013 New York Times 

PRETORIA, South Africa - 
With hundreds of dignitar¬ 
ies and thousands of ordi¬ 
nary South Africans filing 
past, the body of Nelson 
Mandela was lying in state 
Wednesday below the 
sweeping facade of the 
Union Buildings in Pretoria, 
the seat of official power 
where he was sworn in 19 


years ago as South Africa’s 
first black president. 

With his head and shoul¬ 
ders visible under a glass 
cover, and his body 
dressed in a brown shirt, 
his face - unmistakable to 
many around the world 
since his release from pris¬ 
on in 1990 after 27 years 
of incarceration - seemed 
serene. 

A day after tens of thou¬ 
sands of South Africans 
joined world leaders, in¬ 
cluding President Barack 
Obama, at a sometimes 
rambunctious national me¬ 
morial ceremony for Man¬ 
dela in Soweto, the mood 
was more muted. 

President Jacob G. Zuma 
was among the first mourn¬ 
ers to view the coffin along 
with family members, in¬ 
cluding Mandela’s widow, 
Graga Machel, and his 
former wife, Winnie Ma- 
dikizela-Mandela, who 


dabbed at their eyes with 
white handkerchiefs. Presi¬ 
dent Robert G. Mugabe of 
Zimbabwe bowed as he 
passed the coffin and the 
white-uniformed guards, 
all four of them junior naval 
officers, at each end of it. 
Many of those viewing the 
body - such as F. W. de Klerk, 
the country’s last white 
president, with whom Man¬ 
dela shared the 1993 No¬ 


bel peace prize, and for¬ 
mer President Thabo Mbeki 
- had been on the podium 
during Tuesday’s memorial 
in Soweto. Live television 
coverage showed celebri¬ 
ties like Bono filing past. As 
the procession unfolded, 
temperatures soared in the 
South African summer. 

The sheer number of South 
Africans hoping to catch 
a glimpse of the body 
appeared to have over¬ 
whelmed authorities with 
thousands lined up at 
screening sites around the 
city to board buses to the 
Union Buildings. At the Uni¬ 
versity of Pretoria sports fa¬ 
cilities, a single white tent 
the size of a cottage was 
intended to service a line 
that wound for hundreds of 
yards around the campus. 
“You can’t have one 
small tent to treat all the 
people,” said Thabi Tauko- 
bong, 21. “Their planning 


was not on point at all.” 
She was part of a group 
that had been waiting 
from early in the morning 
and marched back and 
forth before being told to 
join the back of a queue of 
people waiting for a bus. 
At another designated as¬ 
sembly point, in the Pretoria 
showground, pandemoni¬ 
um broke out as thousands 
queued and tried to shove 


their way past police. 

By mid-afternoon, authori¬ 
ties announced that the 
effort to transport mourn¬ 
ers to view the body had 
reached full capacity for 
the day and that people 
arriving at the assembly 
points would be turned 
away until Thursday. Those 
who did reach the Union 
Buildings filed past the 
body at a brisk pace. 
Mandela’s body is to lie in 
state for three days before 
his funeral Sunday, the lat¬ 
est solemn moment in the 
nation's mourning for its 
former president and tow¬ 
ering moral authority. 
Mandela died Thursday at 
age 95. At the ceremony 
Tuesday, he was celebrat¬ 
ed by Obama as the last 
great liberator of the 20th 
century. 

On the esplanade of the 
pale stone Union Build¬ 
ings, a military honor guard 


formed up as the coffin ar¬ 
rived under bright skies - a 
marked contrast with the 
rain that drenched Tues¬ 
day’s ceremony in Soweto. 
Mandla Mandela, Man¬ 
dela’s eldest grandson, 
led family mourners as a 
military band played the 
national anthem, “Nkosi 
Sikelel’ iAfrika,” or “God 
Bless Africa.” 

The coffin is to be trans¬ 


ported for three succes¬ 
sive mornings from a mili¬ 
tary mortuary to the Union 
Buildings before the body is 
flown to the Eastern Cape 
for the state funeral in Man¬ 
dela’s childhood home of 
Qunu. 

On its way to the Union 
Buildings, the black hearse 
carrying the coffin past 
knots of well-wishers on the 
streets of Pretoria was es¬ 
corted by a phalanx of po¬ 
lice motorcycle outriders. 
Authorities had urged 
South Africans to form a 
“people's" honor guard 
along the route of the cor¬ 
tege. 

Many streets in the capital 
were closed to normal traf¬ 
fic as the cortege passed 
by. Some people bowed 
their heads. Others raised 
their fists in the militant sa¬ 
lute Mandela favored. 
Women gathered to sing 
his praises. □ 


Canada: postal 
service to drop 
home delivery 

TORONTO (AP) — Cana¬ 
da's postal service said 
Wednesday it will phase 
out home delivery within 
urban centers within the 
next five years as it begins 
to post significant financial 
losses due to growing use 
of digital communication. 
Canada Post, a govern¬ 
ment corporation, said it 
will replace foot delivery 
with community mail box¬ 
es. About a third of Ca¬ 
nadian homes still receive 
mail to their door. 

A Conference Board of 
Canada study estimated 
savings of US$542 million 
(CA$576 million) a year by 
eliminating door-to-door 
delivery to urban homes. 

It also plans to eliminate 
6,000 to 8,000 jobs during 
the next five years, mainly 
through attrition. The post¬ 
al service expects nearly 
15,000 employees to retire 
or leave the company in 
the next five years. Cana¬ 
da Post employed 68,000 
at the end of the 2012 fis¬ 
cal year. 

The company’s core mail 
operations have been los¬ 
ing hundreds of millions of 
dollars per quarter for sev¬ 
eral quarters in a row. 
Canada Post said if left un¬ 
checked, continued losses 
would soon jeopardize its 
financial self-sufficiency 
and become a significant 
burden on taxpayers and 
customers. 

“What Canadians expect 
from their postal system is 
changing dramatically. 
That requires an equally 
dramatic change in the 
size, structure and direction 
of Canada Post," it said in 
a report. “Future success 
will require a leaner work¬ 
force, more competitive 
wages and benefits and 
greater flexibility.” 

Last month, Canada Post 
announced that it would 
ask the Canadian govern¬ 
ment for financial relief 
next year to help support 
a restructuring of its busi¬ 
ness model and pension 
plan framework to assure 
long-term financial sustain¬ 
ability. 

The postal service has 
faced intense competition 
from couriers.^ 



Military officers carry the coffin of former South African President Nelson Mandela to the Union Buildings in Pretoria, South Africa, 
Dec. 11,2013. Mandela's remains will lie in state for three days at the Union Buildings where he took the oath of office 19 years ago 
as the country's first black president. 

(Marco Longari/The New York Times) 










Pope Francis waves in St. Pe¬ 
ter’s Square at the Vatican, 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2013. 
Time magazine announced 
Pope Francis as its Person of 
the Year on Wednesday. 

(AP Photo/Alessandra Taran¬ 
tino) 

POPE FRANCIS 


Continued from Front 


He has also emphasized 
compassion over con¬ 
demnation in dealing with 
touchy topics like abortion, 
gays and contraception. 
He has denounced the 
world’s “idolatry of money” 
and the “global scandal” 
that nearly 1 billion people 
today go hungry, and has 
charmed the masses with 
his simple style and wry 
sense of humor. 

His appearances draw tens 
of thousands of people 
and his @Pontifex Twitter 
account recently topped 
10 million followers. 

“He really stood out to 
us as someone who has 
changed the tone and the 
perception and the focus 
of one of the world’s larg¬ 
est institutions in an extraor¬ 
dinary way,” said Nancy 
Gibbs, the magazine’s 
managing editor. 

The Vatican said the honor 
wasn't surprising given the 
resonance in the general 
public that Francis has had, 
but it nevertheless said the 
choice was a “positive” 
recognition of spiritual val¬ 
ues in the international me¬ 
dia. 

“The Holy Father is not look¬ 
ing to become famous or 
to receive honors,” said the 
Vatican spokesman, the 
Rev. Federico Lombardi. 
“But if the choice of Per¬ 
son of Year helps spread 
the message of the Gos¬ 
pel — a message of God’s 
love for everyone — he will 
certainly be happy about 
that."Q 
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Israel slams Dutch company for cutting water ties 


ARON HELLER 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — A Dutch 
water company’s decision 
to cut ties with Israel's 
national water carrier over 
its operations in the West 
Bank sparked anger in 
Israel on Wednesday, in the 
latest instance of growing 
international impatience 
with Israel’s settlement 
enterprise. 

Vitens, the largest drinking 
water supplier in the 
Netherlands, said it was 
ending its joint projects 
with the Mekorot water 
company since “these 
cannot be seen outside 
their political context." 

The European Union, 
along with most of the 
international community, 
considers Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank and 
east Jerusalem illegal 
and an obstacle to 
the establishment of a 
Palestinian state in territories 
Israel conquered in the 


1967 Mideast war. With 
nearly 600,000 Israelis now 
living on lands captured in 
1967, 

the Palestinians say the 
continued settlement 
construction is a sign of bad 
faith and making it ever 
more difficult to partition 
the land. 

Israeli settlement practices 
have come under heavy 
international criticism 
since peace talks with 
the Palestinians resumed 
in July. A series of Israeli 
announcements to build 
more settlement homes 
have drawn international 
condemnations and 

Palestinian threats to 
walk out of the talks, and 
prompted U.S. Secretary of 
State John Kerry to question 
Israel’s commitment to 
peace. 

Israel has rejected the 
criticism of its settlements, 
saying their fate should 
be resolved through 
negotiations. 


Israeli Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman Yigal 

Palmor said that Vitens’ 
decision was “devoid 
of any common sense,” 
particularly since the Israeli 
company has cooperated 
closely with Jordan and 
the Palestinians on water 
projects under the auspices 
of the World Bank. 

“They have probably 
caved into political pressure 
by anti-Israel groups, and in 
their eagerness to pander 
to those groups they have 
scored high points in the 
theater of the absurd,” he 
said. 

But Tzipi Livni, Israel's chief 
peace negotiator, said the 
Dutch decision reflected 
just how isolated Israel 
has become over the 
settlement issue. 

Speaking at Tel Aviv 
University, said said “it hurts 
my heart" to see the Dutch 
end cooperation with 
Mekorot, which does work 
in the West Bank on behalf 


of Israelis and Palestinians. 
“But in the international 
community no one cares 
what actually happens. 
It's enough that they’re 
located there to reject 
them," she said. 

The Israeli government has 
been struggling to balance 
its ideological support 
for settlements while 
preserving the country’s 
economic ties to Western 
allies at a time when it 
is increasingly isolated. 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's Likud Party, as 
well as many of his coalition 
partners, are filled with 
supporters of the Jewish 
settlements. 

In another potential 
stumbling block for Israel, 
Romania said Wednesday 
that a plan it is negotiating 
with Israel to send it much- 
needed construction 
workers will have to adhere 
to EU requirements that 
they not be employed in 
the settlements. □ 


Dutch couple freed by abductors in Yemen 



Dutch freelance journalist Judith Spiegel, center, speaks to reporters as she and her husband 
Boudewijn Berendsen, left, attend a press conference in Sanaa, Yemen, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 
2013. The Dutch government says the reporter and her partner who were taken hostage in Yemen 
six months ago have been released unharmed. 

(AP Photo/Hani Mohammed) 


SANAA, Yemen (AP) — A 

Dutch couple freed after 
months in captivity in 
Yemen said they received 
good treatment from their 
abductors as they began 
their trip back home early 
Wednesday. 

Dutch journalist Judith 
Spiegel and her partner 
Boudewijn Berendsen 


spoke to reporters at the 
Sanaa airport as they 
prepared to leave the 
country. 

Spiegel didn’t provide 
details about who was 
behind the abduction or the 
circumstances surrounding 
the kidnapping. She said 
she felt “a little unhappy to 
leave Yemen for this reason 


and so suddenly.” 

“We are very, very, very 
happy of course that finally 
this kidnap is over,” she 
said. “We are doing very 
well, we were treated very 
well... We were treated the 
Yemeni way, so that was 
very nice, from the not so 
nice kidnapping.” 

Spiegel, who works for 


the Dutch national 
broadcaster NOS and 
the newspaper NRC 
Handelsblad, thanked 
those who helped secure 
their release. 

“I hope with all my heart 
that these kidnappings 
stop,” she said. “I am 
looking forward to the 
day where Yemen is safe 
enough to come back to." 
The couple were snatched 
in Sanaa on June 8 and 
released in recent days 
close to the Dutch embassy 
in the Yemeni capital. 

The Dutch foreign ministry 
said Tuesday that the 
couple are in “good 
physical condition, 

extremely happy to have 
survived their ordeal 
unharmed and wishes 
nothing more than to be 
soonest reunited with their 
family." 

Dutch Ambassador Jeroen 
Verheul in Yemen posted 
a message on his Twitter 
account announcing the 
news of their release and 
saying, “happy to confirm 
that Judith and Boudewijn 
have been released safe 
and sound. Thankful to 
Yemen government for 
their full supportr’O 
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Republicans Voice Support For Budget Pact 


Continued from Front 


Democrats are taking a 
major hit over the flawed 
roll-out of the president’s 
massive health care over¬ 
haul. Republicans have 
lost favor for having forced 
the 16-day government 
shutdown and bringing the 
U.S. to the brink of a debt 
default in October, when 
budget negotiations fell 
apart over the opposition 
party’s attempt to derail 
the Affordable Care Act, 
known as Obamacare. The 
shutdown cost the govern¬ 
ment and the economy 
billions of dollars. 

In welcome news to House 
Republican leaders. Rep. 
Jeff Miller said most Repub¬ 
licans would back the deal 
worked out by Budget 
Committee Chairman Paul 
Ryan and Democratic Sen. 
Patty Murray. 

The House plans to vote 
before it adjourns for the 
year Friday. 

There was some grumbling 
from liberals and conserva¬ 
tives over the pact's failure 
to solve long-term tax and 
spending issues and ad¬ 
dress expiring unemploy¬ 
ment benefits. 

Sen. Rand Paul, a potential 
2016 Republican presiden¬ 
tial candidate, announced 
his opposition, saying that 
“undoing tens of billions of 
this modest spending re¬ 
straint is shameful and must 
be opposed." 

But House Speaker John 
Boehner dismissed criticism 
from groups such as Heri¬ 
tage Action, which raise 
money as they criticize Re¬ 
publicans for being insuffi¬ 
ciently conservative. 
“They’re using our mem¬ 


bers and they’re using the 
American people to further 
their own goals,” Boehner 
said. “This is ridiculous.” 
Some House Democrats 
were less than enthusiastic, 
too. 

“Stay tuned," said Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi, when 
asked about whether 
Democrats would support 


another failure by Con¬ 
gress to negotiate a deal 
on government spending, 
that time back in 2011. 
Congress needed to 
reach a deal this time be¬ 
cause the legislation that 
ended the partial govern¬ 
ment shutdown in Octo¬ 
ber expires on Jan. 15. The 
agreement stipulates a 


It would set the stage for 
action in January on a $1 
trillion-plus spending bill 
for the budget year that 
began in October. An es¬ 
timate by the Congressio¬ 
nal Budget Office says that 
the deal would add $23 
billion to the deficit for the 
ongoing 2014 budget year 
and add another $22.3 bil- 



From left. House Rules Committee Minority Staff Director Miles Lackey, Rep. Sander Levin, D-Mich- 
igan, D-Mich., the ranking member of the House Ways and Means Committee, Rep. Chris Van 
Hollen, D-Md., the ranking member of the House Budget Committee, and Rep. Louise Slaughter, D- 
N.Y., the top Democrat on the House Rules Committee, gather as her panel meets to consider the 
budget compromise struck this week by House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan, R-Wisc., 
and Senate Budget Committee Chairwoman Patty Murray, D-Wash„ at the Capitol in Washington, 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2013. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


the bill. 

The deal reached Tues¬ 
day restores about $63 bil¬ 
lion in across-the-board 
automatic spending cuts 
to programs ranging from 
parks to the Defense De¬ 
partment. 

Those crude cuts — known 
as the sequester — were 
the delayed result of yet 


new spending level for the 
remainder of the current 
budget year as well as the 
one that begins next Oct. 
1 . 

The deal is aimed less at 
chipping away at the $17 
trillion national debt more 
at trying to stop Washing¬ 
ton from lurching from crisis 
to crisis. 


lion over the 2015-16 time- 
frame. 

The White House issued 
a statement Wednesday 
praising the bill for “criti¬ 
cal investments in areas 
such as education, infra¬ 
structure, and scientific re¬ 
search, while keeping the 
Nation on the path to long¬ 
term deficit reduction. "□ 


Senate staffer’s home searched in investigation 


TRAVIS LOLLER 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 

— U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexan¬ 
der said Wednesday he has 
placed his chief of staff on 
unpaid leave after learn¬ 
ing the staffer's home was 
being searched as part of 
a child pornography inves¬ 
tigation. 

In a news release, Alexan¬ 
der said he had just been 


informed by the Senate 
legal counsel’s office that 
law enforcement agents 
were conducting a search 
of Ryan Loskarn's home. 

“I am stunned, surprised 
and disappointed by what 
I have learned,” Alexander 
said in the news release. 
Phone and email messages 
left for Loskarn were not im¬ 
mediately returned. 

Video taken at the scene 


by WJLA-TV shows Loskarn 
being led from his home by 
U.S. Postal Inspector police. 
Loskarn appears to be in 
handcuffs, although a coat 
is draped over his arms. 

U.S. Justice Department 
spokesman Peter Carr said 
in a statement that Losk¬ 
arn was arrested based on 
probable cause for posses¬ 
sion and distribution of child 
pornography charges. 


On Wednesday afternoon, 
Loskarn remained in custo¬ 
dy pending a court hearing 
that was expected to be 
scheduled for Wednesday 
at federal court in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

Alexander is a former Ten¬ 
nessee governor and has 
also served as the U.S. Sec¬ 
retary of Education. He was 
first elected to the Senate 
in 20020 



US man faces 
charges over 
revenge porn 

DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Califor¬ 
nia (AP) — A man was 
charged Tuesday with 
operating a website that 
let people anonymously 
post explicit photographs 
of others so that he could 
extort hundreds of dollars 
from the victims. 

Kevin Christopher Bollaert, 
27, was arrested on 31 fel¬ 
ony counts of conspiracy, 
identity theft and extortion. 
Bollaert created the so- 
called “revenge porn” 
website ugotposted.com 
a year ago, according to 
court documents. The site 
let people anonymously 
post more than 10,000 
nude and explicit photo¬ 
graphs of others without 
their permission, investiga¬ 
tors said. 

Unlike most such sites, inves¬ 
tigators said ugotposted. 
com required that the vic¬ 
tim be identified by name, 
age and other information, 
leading to the identity theft 
allegations. He is charged 
with obtaining identifying 
information with the intent 
to annoy or harass. 
Bollaert’s attorney, Alex¬ 
ander London, did not re¬ 
turn a telephone message 
seeking comment. 

The documents say Bol¬ 
laert charged victims a 
fee ranging from $249.99 
fo $350 to remove the im¬ 
ages, using emails sent 
through a second web¬ 
site, changemyreputation. 
com. That led to the extor¬ 
tion charges. 

Both websites were inac¬ 
tive as of Tuesday. 

His activities “turned their 
public humiliation and 
betrayal into a commod¬ 
ity with the potential to 
devastate lives,” Attorney 
General Kamala Harris said 
in a statement. 

Bollaert was released from 
San Diego County jail after 
posting $50,000 bail. He is 
set to appear in court Dec. 
17 . 

The department says he 
told investigators during 
a six-month investigation 
that he received about 
$900 each month from on¬ 
line advertising^ 
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US Congress to hold off on Iran sanctions for now 



Secretary of State John Kerry pauses while testifying on Capitol Hill in Washington this week, be¬ 
fore the House Foreign Affairs Committee to persuade Congress to not forge any new economic 
sanctions on Iran that could break the recent historic agreement that would end Iran's progress 
toward weapons-grade uranium. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


Kerry told the House For¬ 
eign Affairs Committee on 
Tuesday that even if law¬ 
makers suspended fresh 
penalties on condition that 
Iran didn’t violate its com¬ 
mitments, those sanctions 
would be a sign of bad 
faith to America's negoti¬ 
ating partners and could 
provide Tehran with an ex¬ 
cuse to walk away from ne¬ 
gotiations. 

Obama and Kerry say a fi¬ 
nal deal next year is uncer¬ 
tain, but stress that diplo¬ 
macy is far preferable to 
any military solution. 

Iran insists its nuclear pro¬ 
gram is solely designed for 
peaceful energy genera¬ 
tion and medical research 
purposes. The U.S. and sev¬ 
eral other countries long 
have viewed the program 
as a covert attempt by Iran 


to develop nuclear weap¬ 
ons capability. 

Sens. Bob Menendez, a 
Democrat, and Mark Kirk, 
a Republican, are close 
to completing a bill that 
would require that the ad¬ 
ministration certify every 30 
days Iran's adherence to 
the interim pact, accord¬ 
ing to legislative aides. 
Without that certification, 
the legislation would reim¬ 
pose all penalties and in¬ 
troduce new restrictions on 
Iran’s engineering, mining 
and construction industries. 
The legislation also calls for 
a global boycott of Iranian 
oil by 2015 if Iran fails to live 
up to the interim agree¬ 
ment. Foreign companies 
and banks violating the 
bans would be barred from 
doing business in the United 
StatesO 


BRADLEY KLAPPER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Pos¬ 
sible U.S. House action this 
week against Iran could 
fall short of new penalties 
that might derail a short¬ 
term nuclear agreement 
and Senate steps seem fur¬ 
ther off, legislatives aides 
said Wednesday, as the 
Obama administration ap¬ 
pealed for patience. 

In the House, the aides 
said Republican Major¬ 
ity Leader Eric Cantor, R- 
Virginia, could introduce 
a nonbinding resolution 
as early as Thursday spell¬ 
ing out suggested terms 
for any final deal. The goal 
would be a vote before 
the House leaves on recess 
Friday. 

Senate aides reported 
that Democratic Majority 
Leader Harry Reid was talk¬ 
ing about possible votes 
in January. His intent, they 
said, was to ensure the is¬ 
sue does not interfere with 
passage of a defense bill 
before senators break next 
week for Christmas. 

As a result, Congress is 


not expected to approve 
new sanctions until Janu¬ 
ary at the earliest, giving 
President Barack Obama 
at least a few more weeks 
before his diplomatic effort 
could face added compli¬ 
cations. 

The aides spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
they weren't authorized to 
publicly discuss the legisla¬ 
tive maneuvering. 

The U.S. and other world 
powers reached an agree¬ 
ment with Iran last month 
that provides Iran with $7 
billion in relief from U.S. 
economic penalties in ex¬ 
change for a series of nu¬ 
clear concessions. 

The administration also 
committed to no new nu¬ 
clear-related penalties for 
six months, a promise that 
upset members of both 
parties in Congress. 
Secretary of State John 
Kerry and Treasury Secre¬ 
tary Jacob Lew met with 
much of the Senate in pri¬ 
vate Wednesday in a re¬ 
newed effort to hold on 
any legislation that might 
scuttle the nuclear deal. 
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Chicago police release man alleging torture 


DON BABWIN 

M. SPENCER GREEN 
Associated Press 
PONTIAC, Illinois (AP) — A 

judge overturned the con¬ 
viction of a man who for 
decades insisted that po¬ 
lice tortured him until he 
confessed to a rape he did 
not commit, freeing him 
Wednesday after 30 years 
behind bars. 

Judge Richard Walsh over¬ 
turned his conviction Tues¬ 
day, saying officers lied 


darkest chapters of Chica¬ 
go Police Department his¬ 
tory, in which officers work¬ 
ing under former Lt. Jon 
Burge were accused of 
torturing suspects into false 
confessions and torturing 
witnesses into falsely impli¬ 
cating people in crimes. 
Wrice has insisted for years 
that he confessed to the 
1982 sexual assault after 
officers beat him in the 
groin and face. And a wit¬ 
ness testified at a hearing 


all of them black — have 
claimed that, starting in 
the 1970s, Burge and his 
officers beat or shocked 
them into confessing to 
crimes ranging from armed 
robbery to murder. 

In court Tuesday, Wrice 
testified that two former 
officers beat him with a 
flashlight and a 20-inch (50 
centimeter) piece of rub¬ 
ber — the same weapons, 
lawyers say, that others 
have said the two used on 



Stanley Wrice, center, convicted of rape and sentenced to 100 years in prison in 1982, speaks 
to the media with his lawyer Heidi Linn Lambros , left, and his daughter, Gail Lewis, as he leaves 
Pontiac Correctional Center Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2013 in Pontiac, III. 

(AP Photos/M. Spencer Green) 


about how they had treat¬ 
ed Stanley Wrice, 59. 

“It’s just an overwhelming 
feeling of joy, happiness 
that finally it’s over with,” 
Wrice said, moments after 
he walked into the arms of 
his two daughters, attor¬ 
neys and others who greet¬ 
ed him as he left prison. 
Wrice, whose belong¬ 
ings after so long in prison 
amounted to a small box 
filled with photographs, le¬ 
gal papers and letters, said 
his immediate plans were 
to eat a cheeseburger and 
get some sleep; he said he 
had none Tuesday night. 
The ruling was just the latest 
development in one of the 


Tuesday that he falsely im¬ 
plicated Wrice in the rape 
after two Chicago police 
officers under Burge’s com¬ 
mand tortured him. 

Wrice was sentenced to 
100 years in prison. 

It will be up to a special 
prosecutor to decide 
whether to retry him follow¬ 
ing his release. The special 
prosecutor did not return 
a call seeking comment 
Tuesday evening. 

Wrice joins a number of 
men who in recent years 
have been released from 
prison because they were 
tortured into confessing at 
the hands of Burge’s men. 
Dozens of men — almost 


them to get them to con¬ 
fess to crimes or implicate 
others in crimes they did 
not commit. 

The officers refused to tes¬ 
tify at Tuesday’s hearing, 
citing their Fifth Amend¬ 
ment right against self-in- 
crimination. 

No Chicago police offi¬ 
cers have been convicted 
of torturing suspects, but 
Burge was convicted in 
2010 for lying in a civil suit 
when he said he’d never 
witnessed or participated 
in the torture of suspects. 
He is serving a 4 1/2-year 
sentence in federal prison 
for perjury and obstruction 
of justiceO 


Study: Federal contracts given 
to flagrant labor law violators 

STEVEN GREENHOUSE 
© 2013 New York Times 

A new congressional report criticizes the federal gov¬ 
ernment for awarding tens of billions of dollars in con¬ 
tracts to companies even though they were found to 
have violated safety and wage laws and paid millions 
in penalties. 

Issued on behalf of the Democratic senators on the 
Health, Education, Labor and Pension Committee, the 
report cited examples over the past six years. 

For instance, Imperial Sugar had $94.8 million in federal 
contracts last year, even though it paid $6 million in 
safety penalties over a 2008 factory explosion in Geor¬ 
gia that killed 14 workers. The report also noted that 
the federal government had awarded $4.2 billion in 
contracts to Tyson Foods since 2000, even though Ty¬ 
son has faced more than $500,000 in safety penalties 
since 2007 and 11 of its workers have died on the job 
since 1999. 

The report urges the government to weigh a com¬ 
pany’s safety and wage violations more closely as it 
awards contracts, which are about $500 billion a year 
to companies employing 26 million workers, represent¬ 
ing 22 percent of the nation's workforce. 

It stops short of recommending automatic suspension 
of contracts or debarring contractors that were found 
to have violated federal laws, partly because govern¬ 
ment agencies were sometimes at fault, a committee 
staff member said. 

“Taxpayer dollars are routinely being paid to compa¬ 
nies that are putting the livelihoods and the lives of 
workers at risk,” the report said. “Many of the most fla¬ 
grant violators of federal workplace safety and wage 
laws are also recipients of large federal contracts.” 
According to the report, 18 federal contractors - in¬ 
cluding Imperial Sugar - were among the recipients of 
the largest 100 penalties issued by the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration from 2007 to 2012. 
The report found that 32 federal contractors were 
among the leading companies in the amount of back 
pay assessed for wage violations between 2007 and 
2012. 

“Overall, the 49 federal contractors responsible for 
large violations of federal labor laws were cited for 
1,776 separate violations of these laws and paid $196 
million in penalties and assessments,” the report said. 
“In fiscal year 2012, these same companies were 
awarded $81 billion in taxpayer dollars.” 

The report, commissioned by the committee's chair¬ 
man, Sen. Tom Harkin, D-lowa, recommended that the 
Labor Department improve the quality of information 
it provides about violations, and urged the agency to 
publish an annual list of federal contractors, showing 
the penalties they faced and their rate of compliance 
with wage and safety laws. 

In addition, the report called on the president to re¬ 
quire contracting officers to consult with the Labor 
Department to determine whether the contractor 
meets “responsibility” standards to qualify for federal 
contracts. □ 
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US Financial Front: 


How Volcker Rule would limit American banks’ risky bets 


MARCY GORDON 
AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

regulators have approved 
a rule that seeks to defuse 
the kind of risk-taking on 
Wall Street that helped trig¬ 
ger the 2008 financial crisis. 
The Volcker Rule is expect¬ 
ed to change the way the 
largest U.S. banks do busi¬ 
ness. It strives to limit banks’ 
riskiest trading bets that 
could implode at taxpay¬ 
ers’ expense. Some think 
the rule goes too far, others 
not far enough. 

The rule is named for Paul 
Volcker, a former Federal 
Reserve chairman who 
was an adviser to President 
Barack Obama during 
the financial crisis. Volcker 
urged a ban on high-risk 
trading by big banks to di¬ 
minish the likelihood that 
U.S. taxpayers might have 
to rescue them, as they did 
after the financial crisis. 

Here are questions and 
answers about the Volcker 
Rule: 

Q: What is it? 

A: The Volcker Rule is a key 
plank of a financial regula¬ 
tion law enacted in 2010 to 
try to reduce the likelihood 
of another crisis and a re¬ 
sulting government bail¬ 
out. The rule is intended to 
bar banks from trading for 
their own profit. This activ¬ 
ity is known as proprietary 
trading. It's become a 
huge money-making ma¬ 
chine for mega Wall Street 
banks, like Goldman Sachs, 
JPMorgan Chase and Mor¬ 
gan Stanley. Under the 
rule, the banks will be re¬ 
quired to trade mainly on 


their clients' behalf. 

Still, if it were that simple, 
the final draft would be a 
lot shorter than its roughly 
920 pages — about as 
long as Dostoyevsky’s “The 
Brothers Karamazov.” The 
rule left to regulators the 
burden of finalizing the fine 
print. Besides curbing pro¬ 
prietary trading, the Volck¬ 
er Rule limits banks’ invest¬ 
ments in hedge funds and 
private equity funds, which 
are high-risk, lightly regulat¬ 
ed investment pools. 

Q: Where are the compli¬ 
cations? 

A: The ban on proprietary 
trading isn't absolute. 
There are exemptions. One 
involves an important ac¬ 
tivity called market mak¬ 
ing. When big banks en¬ 
gage in market making, 
they use their own money 
to take the opposite side 
of a customer's trade: They 
buy or sell an investment to 
help execute the trade. 

Q: Why does the Volcker 
Rule matter? 

A: Because of the widely 
agreed-upon need to re¬ 
duce the dangers that 
remain in the banking sys¬ 
tem. Proprietary trading 
has allowed big banks to 
tap depositors' money in 
federally insured bank ac¬ 
counts — essentially bor¬ 
rowing against that money 
and using it for investments, 
such as in mortgage- 
backed securities. When 
those bets soured during 
the crisis — especially after 
a wave of mortgage de¬ 
faults — the banks were at 
risk of failing. Most survived 
only because of taxpayer- 


funded bailouts. 

Q: So would banks be 
barred from investing the 
money I deposit? 

A: The short answer is no. 
When people deposit 
money in a bank, they 
may expect the bank to 
use it for conventional 
safe investments, such as 
bonds. Those would still be 
allowed. But banks could 
no longer borrow against 
depositors’ money to seek 


making. The line can be 
blurry. 

Another challenge: No 
fewer than five agencies, 
including the Federal Re¬ 
serve and the Securities 
and Exchange Commis¬ 
sion, had to grapple with 
the rule and reach com¬ 
mon ground. 

If that weren't enough, in¬ 
dustry lobbyists used their 
muscle to try to preserve 
the banks’ trading opera¬ 
tions. They won a round 


could bar them from legiti¬ 
mate market-making on 
behalf of customers and 
from appropriately limit¬ 
ing their risks by hedging 
broader portfolios. 

Q: But the final rule doesn’t 
include such an exemp¬ 
tion for “portfolio hedging.” 
Why not? 

A: An event in 2012 may 
have led regulators to re¬ 
think such an exemption. 
JPMorgan traders in Lon¬ 



Paul Volcker, a former chairman of the Federal Reserve, at his office in New York. 

(Robert Caplin/The New York Times) 


outsize returns on complex 
investments, like deriva¬ 
tives. Derivatives are invest¬ 
ments based on the value 
of an underlying commod¬ 
ity or security, such as oil, 
mortgages, interest rates 
or currencies. 

Q: How did the rule be¬ 
come so complicated? 

A: Regulators found it hard 
to isolate what precisely 
distinguishes proprietary 
trading from, say, market¬ 


in 2011, when regulators 
approved a draft that ex¬ 
empted “portfolio hedg¬ 
ing” from the trading ban. 
This meant banks could 
make trades for fheir own 
profit to offset the risks of ei¬ 
ther individual investments 
or a broader investment 
portfolio. 

Q: What was the banks’ ar¬ 
gument? 

A: They contended that a 
ban on proprietary trading 


don made huge trades on 
derivatives with the bank’s 
money — an ill-conceived 
bet that cost the bank $6 
billion. When the losses 
came to light, they dam¬ 
aged the bank’s reputa¬ 
tion. Experts believe the 
“London Whale” trades, 
as they became known, 
helped speed momen¬ 
tum toward a stricter rule. 
In its latest form, the rule 
does not exempt portfolio 
hedging.Q 
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Kiev: 

Police pull out of square after storming camps 


DAVID M. HERSZENHORN 
ANDREW E. KRAMER 
© 2013 New York Times 

KIEV, Ukraine - After a night 
of clashes with protesters in 
Independence Square, se¬ 
curity forces appeared to 
pull back Wednesday from 
the central plaza in Kiev 
where demonstrators have 
been rallying against the 
government of President 
Viktor F. Yanukovych for 
more than two weeks. 

The police had taken con¬ 
trol of a large section of 
the square and brought 
in front-end loaders and 
other heavy equipment to 
clear it. But by 11 a.m., the 
police presence had dwin¬ 
dled and pedestrians were 
walking freely through the 
square. 

The interior minister, Vitaliy 
Zakharchenko, issued a 
statement Wednesday say¬ 
ing the overnight crack¬ 
down had been needed 
to ease traffic congestion 
in Kiev and promised that 
there would be no disper¬ 
sal of the protesters in the 
square. 

“No one infringes on citi¬ 
zens’ rights to peaceful 
protests,” he said. “But we 
cannot ignore the rights 
and legal interests of other 
citizens." 

He said the clearing of the 
streets was carried out in 
accordance with a court 
order. Many protesters had 
been calling for Zakharch¬ 
enko’s dismissal after a 
bloody crackdown on 
demonstrators Nov. 30. Al¬ 
though the police pushed 
forcefully through the 
crowd in the square early 
Wednesday, they did not 
use their truncheons and 
there was no repeat of the 


flagrant violence of two 
weeks ago. 

The effort to clear large 
parts of the main protest 
site overnight was a sting¬ 
ing rebuke to Western dip¬ 
lomats who thought they 
had received promises that 
force would not be used 
against peaceful demon¬ 
strators. 

Arseniy P. Yatsenyuk, the 
leader in Parliament of the 


opposition Fatherland Par¬ 
ty and a main organizer of 
the protest movement, said 
the police action showed 
that Yanukovych was dis¬ 
missive of Western leaders, 
and of Ukrainians. 

“He spit in the face of 
America, EU countries 
and 46 million Ukrainians,” 
Yatsenyuk said in remarks 
from the stage at Indepen¬ 
dence Square, where the 


sound system was still func¬ 
tioning Wednesday. “We 
won’t forgive this." 

Those officials were in¬ 
evitably left wondering if 
they had miscalculated in 
urging leaders of the pro¬ 
tests to negotiate with Ya¬ 
nukovych and in their own 
efforts to do so. The crack¬ 
down by the authorities 
came after a 3 1/2-hour 
meeting between Yanu¬ 


kovych and Catherine Ash¬ 
ton, the EU foreign policy 
chief. 

The diplomatic conse¬ 
quences became appar¬ 
ent almost immediately. 

“I was among you,” Ash¬ 
ton said in a statement 
Wednesday. “The authori¬ 
ties did not need to act un¬ 
der the cover of night." 

And in unusually strong lan¬ 
guage, U.S. Secretary of 


State John Kerry expressed 
the United States’ "disgust” 
with the authorities' deci¬ 
sion to use force. 

“This response is neither ac¬ 
ceptable nor does it befit a 
democracy,” he said in a 
statement. 

He added: “As church 
bells ring tonight amidst the 
smoke in the streets of Kiev, 
the United States stands 
with the people of Ukraine. 


They deserve better." 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Victoria Nuland, who 
was in Kiev as the police 
action unfolded, visited In¬ 
dependence Square on 
Wednesday to hand out 
bread to demonstrators 
and to Interior Ministry po¬ 
lice officers who spent the 
night on the street before 
heading to a meeting with 
YanukovychO 


Syria: US halting 
nonlethal aid to 
northern rebels 

MICHAEL R. GORDON 
© 2013 New York Times 
DAMASCUS/WASHINGTON 

- The United States has 
suspended the delivery of 
nonlethal aid to the Syr¬ 
ian opposition in northern 
Syria after concluding that 
some of it has fallen into 
the hands of extremist Is¬ 
lamic fighters, U.S. officials 
said Wednesday. 

The decision was made af¬ 
ter moderate Syrian rebel 
forces reporting to Gen. 
Salim Idris, the nominal 
head of the rebel Free Syr¬ 
ian Army, came under at¬ 
tack last week from fight¬ 
ers aligned with al-Qaida, 
according to an account 
provided by a U.S. official. 
The Islamic Front, an alli¬ 
ance of rebel fighters that 
has broken with Idris’ mod¬ 
erate opposition but op¬ 
poses the Qaida affiliate 
in Syria, joined the fray, the 
American official said. 

After the dust cleared, the 
Islamic Front appeared 
to have taken control of 
warehouses in Atmeh that 
contain equipment and 
supplies provided by the 
United States, added the 
American official, who 
spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because he 
was discussing internal re¬ 
ports. The first reports of 
military actions are often 
confused and inexact. But 
it seems clear that U.S. of¬ 
ficials are concerned that 
some aid has indeed fallen 
into the wrong hands. 

“We have seen reports that 
Islamic Front forces have 
seized the Atmeh head¬ 
quarters and warehouses,” 
a State Department official 
said.Q 



Battalions of Ukrainian security forces early Wednesday stormed Independence Square, the cen¬ 
tral plaza in Kiev where protesters had been rallying against the government of President Viktor F. 
Yanukovich for more than two weeks. Riot police faced protesters at their camp early Wednes¬ 
day, Dec. 11, 2013, in Kiev. 

(Sergey Ponomarev/The New York Times) 
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Russia may answer conventional attack with nukes 


V. ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russia 
reserves the right to use nu¬ 
clear weapons in response 
to a conventional strike 
and sees them as a “great 
equalizer" reducing the 
likelihood of aggression, a 
senior Russian official said 
Wednesday. 

While Russia amended its 
military doctrine years ago 
to allow for the possibility of 
using nuclear weapons first 
in retaliation to a non-nu¬ 
clear attack, the statement 
by Deputy Prime Minister 
Dmitry Rogozin reflected 
Moscow’s concern about 
prospective U.S. conven¬ 
tional weapons. 

Weapons that have been 
developed in the United 
States under the so-called 
“prompt global strike” pro¬ 
gram would be capable of 
striking targets anywhere in 
the world in as little as an 
hour with deadly precision. 
Russia, which has lagged 
far behind in developing 
such weapons, has de¬ 
scribed them as destabiliz¬ 
ing. 

Without naming the U.S., 
Rogozin told lawmakers in 
comments carried by Rus¬ 
sian news agencies said 
that those who “experi¬ 
ment with non-nuclear stra¬ 
tegic weapons" should re¬ 
member that “if we come 
under attack, we will un¬ 
doubtedly use nuclear 
weapons in certain situa¬ 
tions to defend our territory 
and state interests.” 

He said that it should dis¬ 
courage any potential ag¬ 
gressor. 

“We have never underesti¬ 
mated the role of nuclear 
weapons ... as a ‘great 
equalizer,"’ Rogozin said. 
Asked for reaction, an offi¬ 
cial at North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization headquarters 


in Brussels said, “NATO has 
stated repeatedly that it 
does not view Russia as an 
adversary. Last year at the 
Chicago Summit, NATO 
leaders reiterated their de¬ 
sire to see a true strategic 
partnership between NATO 
and Russia. 

NATO is committed to the 
principles laid out in the 
Founding Act of the NATO- 
Russia Council, and works 
productively with Russia 
across a range of issues of 
common concern.” 

The Russian doctrine mirrors 
the American strategy dur¬ 
ing the Cold War, when the 
U.S. would not rule out us¬ 
ing nuclear weapons first, 
because it feared it might 
have to do so in response 
to overwhelming conven¬ 
tional attack on western 
Europe by Soviet forces. 
Rogozin said that Russia is 
working on developing its 
own version of the “prompt 
global strike” weapons, but 
wouldn’t give any details. 
The U.S. plans included 
modifying some of the ex¬ 
isting nuclear-armed mis¬ 
siles to carry conventional 
warheads as well as de¬ 
signing new vehicles capa¬ 
ble of traveling at least five 
times the speed of sound. 
Russian officials said fhaf 
such U.S. weapons wouldn’t 
fall under any restrictions 
but would have combat 
efficiency comparable to 
nuclear weapons, and thus 
should be included in any 
prospective nuclear arms 
reduction talks. 

Russian suspicions about 
the U.S. intentions have ag¬ 
gravated tensions caused 
by a dispute over the U.S.- 
led NATO missile defense 
program, which Moscow 
sees as a threat to its nucle¬ 
ar deterrent. 

Russia has increasingly re¬ 
lied on nuclear weapons in 
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In this October, 1999 photo a Topol-M intercontinental ballistic 
missile is launched from the northern Plesetsk cosmodrome in 
Russia. A Russian Cabinet member says Moscow has reserved 
the right to use nuclear weapons in response to a conventional 
strike. Wednesday's comments by Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry 
Rogozin carried by Russian news agencies reflected Moscow’s 
concern with prospective U.S. weapons. 

(AP Photo/Str) 


its military strategy to com¬ 
pensate for a post-Soviet 
decline in its conventional 
forces. 

The nation’s military doc¬ 
trine says it may use nu¬ 
clear weapons to counter 
a nuclear attack on Rus¬ 
sia or an ally, or a large- 
scale conventional attack 
that threatens Russia’s ex¬ 
istence. Rogozin's com¬ 
ment comes a day after 
President Vladimir Putin 
pledged to continue an 
ambitious weapons mod¬ 
ernization program and 
to expand Russia's military 
presence in the Arctic re¬ 
gion.Putin has pointed at 
the U.S. navy presence in 
the Arctic Ocean as one 
of the reasons behind the 
buildup, saying that Russia 
is concerned because it 
takes U.S. missiles just 15 to 
16 minutes to reach Mos¬ 
cow from a submarine in 
the Barents Sea region. 

The statements reflected 
the current strain in Russian- 
U.S. relations, which have 
been hurt by disputes over 
the U.S.-led missile shield, 
Russia's human rights re¬ 
cord and, most recently, 
differences over Ukraine.Q 
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UN: 

Major offensive begins against Congo rebels 


CARA ANNA 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

United Nations officials 
say a major offensive has 
begun against a Rwanda- 
linked rebel group in east¬ 
ern Congo following last 
month’s defeat of the M23 
rebels. 

The officials on Wednesday 
told the Security Council 
that defeating the Demo¬ 
cratic Forces for the Libera¬ 
tion of Rwanda, or FDLR, 
will be difficult because 
they live among the gen¬ 
eral population, increasing 
the risk of civilian deaths. 
The group was formed by 
extremist Hutus from neigh¬ 
boring Rwanda who took 
part in that country’s 1994 
genocide, then fled across 
the border. 


But the officials sounded 
more opfimisfic abouf fhe 
troubled region than they 
have in a long time. 

“Many areas are liberat¬ 
ed,” said the U.N. Special 
Representative in Congo, 
Martin Kobler. “You see it 
in the eyes of fhe popula¬ 
tion, and there is still some 
hesitancy, but there is a 
chance that this time the 
situation is irreversible.” 

The offensive againsf fhe 
FDLR began Nov. 27. Ofher, 
smaller armed groups also 
are fhe target, but some 
already are giving up their 
weapons with the defeat 
of the M23. 

“Important progress was 
made this week,” Kobler 
said, especially with the 
opening of a key route 
from the newly liberated 


town of Pinga toward the 
regional city of Goma. The 
road had been closed for 
two years, he said. 

In Kinshasa, the command¬ 
er of the U.N. peacekeep¬ 
ers in Congo, Lt. Gen. Car¬ 
los dos Santos Cruz, said 
the FDLR “has one last op¬ 
portunity to turn themselves 
in, and if not we will remove 
them.” 

Kobler estimated the size 
of the FDLR forces af 1,500 
to 1,800, but that’s difficult 
to estimate as many live 
among the civilian popula¬ 
tion. 

French Ambassador Ge¬ 
rard Araud, the current 
Security Council president, 
called the defeat of the 
M23 a success but a frag¬ 
ile one. Last month, the 
M23 fled under pressure 


from the Congolese army, 
U.N. peacekeepers and a 
newly created U.N. special 
intervention brigade. 
“When you look at where 
we were eight months ago. 
I'd say that’s quite a feat,” 
Araud said. 

The U.N. officials also 
were optimistic about the 
launch of the first fleet of 
U.N. drones this month in 
the eastern Congo. The 
Security Council gave ap¬ 
proval in January for fhe 
trial use of unarmed drones 
for intelligence gathering 
there. Five in all are being 
launched in the region. 
Congolese Minister of De¬ 
fense Luba Tambo has 
said the drones will play a 
critical role in helping pa¬ 
trol the porous border with 
Rwanda. □ 


Bangladesh halts execution of opposition leader 



Abdur Razzak, left, lawyer of Islamist opposition leader Abdul Quader Mollah, talks to the me¬ 
dia outside a court in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2013. Mollah, convicted of war 
crimes during the nation’s war of independence against Pakistan in 1971, was due to be executed 
at 00:01 Wednesday, but lawyers went to the home of Judge Syed Mahmud Hossain and secured 
a postponement. 

(AP Photo/A. M. Ahad) 


JULHAS ALAM 
Associated Press 
DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) 

— Lawyers for a leader of 
Bangladesh's largest Islam¬ 
ic party sought Wednesday 
to have his death sentence 
thrown out after a late- 
night reprieve saved his life 
just hours before he was to 
be hanged. 

Abdul Quader Mollah, con¬ 
victed of war crimes during 
the nation’s war of inde¬ 
pendence against Paki¬ 
stan in 1971, was due to be 


executed at a minute past 
midnight, but lawyers went 
to the home of Judge Syed 
Mahmud Hossain and se¬ 
cured a postponement. 

The lawyers are trying to 
convince the Supreme 
Court to throw out the sen¬ 
tence in a case that could 
usher in a new wave of po¬ 
litical violence ahead of 
national elections set for 
next month. 

After beginning to hear 
the case Wednesday, the 
Supreme Court adjourned 


until Thursday. 

Mollah's party, Jamaat-e- 
Islami, an ally of the main 
opposition Bangladesh Na¬ 
tionalist Party, enforced a 
nationwide general strike 
on Wednesday and issued 
a statement warning of 
“dire consequences” if he 
were executed. 

Hundreds of pro-govern¬ 
ment activists, meanwhile, 
blocked traffic on a main 
road in Dhaka demanding 
Mollah's immediate execu¬ 
tion. 


The developments come 
at a time of deep tension 
in Bangladesh, a nation 
struggling to overcome ex¬ 
treme poverty and rancor¬ 
ous politics. 

Mollah would be the first 
person executed in special 
trials begun by Prime Min¬ 
ister Sheikh Hasina in 2010 
of people suspected of 
crimes during fhe nafion’s 
war of independence 
against Pakistan in 1971. 
The government says Paki¬ 
stani soldiers, aided by lo¬ 
cal collaborators, killed 3 
million people and raped 
200,000 women during the 
nine-month war. 

Most of fhe defendants 
in the trials are opposition 
members. Mollah's party 
and the Bangladesh Na¬ 
tionalist Party say the trials 
are an attempt to weaken 
the opposition and elimi¬ 
nate Islamic parties. In¬ 
ternational human rights 
groups have also raised 
questions about the impar¬ 
tiality of fhe tribunal. Au¬ 
thorities have denied the 
allegations. 

Deadly clashes have fol¬ 
lowed court verdicts 
against six other current 
and former officials of Mol¬ 
lah's party, and extra po¬ 
lice are stationed in the 
capital to head off any 
new violence. □ 



Japan defense 
panel calls for 
expanded role 

MARTIN FACKLER 
© 2013 New York Times 
TOKYO - Japan must 
strengthen its defense and 
seek a larger regional role 
as fhe balance of power 
shifts with the rise of China 
and declining U.S. influ¬ 
ence, according to a draft 
of a new national security 
strategy released Wednes¬ 
day. 

The draft, written by a 
group of experts appoint¬ 
ed by Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, called for building 
even closer military ties 
with the United States, the 
postwar guarantor of Jap¬ 
anese security that still has 
50,000 military personnel 
based in Japan. 

However, it also said Japan 
must “strengthen its own 
capabilities and expand its 
own roles” 

by such steps as bolstering 
anti-missile defenses and its 
ability to defend freedom 
of navigation in surround¬ 
ing seas - an apparent ref¬ 
erence to China’s growing 
naval presence in the re¬ 
gion. 

The new strategy did not 
call for a sudden buildup in 
forces, and it appeared to 
be consistent with Japan’s 
gradual increase in its will¬ 
ingness and ability to de¬ 
fend itself in recenf years, 
especially since a dispute 
over islands has heated up 
with China. 

Still, it offered a glimpse at 
how far Japan has come 
from a firmly pacifist nation 
that just two decades ago 
had seemed loath to even 
admit that it had a military. 
Abe has vowed to give 
Japan an even stronger 
security posture, though 
he still emphasizes that Ja¬ 
pan's forces must remain 
purely defensive. 

Speaking to the group of 
experts, Abe called the 
draft a “historic document” 
because it is Japan’s first 
attempt at creating what 
it officially calls a national 
security strategy, 
and comes as Japan has 
created a new U.S.-style 
national security council 
to strengthen its response 
to the changing regional 
environment. □ 
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Interpreter at Mandela service said to be an impostor 


JOHN ELIGON 
© 2013 New York Times 
News Service 

QUNU, South Africa - The 

man responsible for provid¬ 
ing sign language interpre¬ 
tation at Nelson Mandela’s 
memorial service Tuesday 
was a fraud, according to 
DeafSA, a deaf advocacy 
organization based in Jo¬ 
hannesburg. 

In a statement posted on 
its Facebook page, the 
group said that the “deaf 
community is in outrage.” 
The man, who was not 
identified, was part of 


GARDINER HARRIS 
© 2013 New York Times 

NEW DELHI - Gay sex be¬ 
came illegal again in In¬ 
dia Wednesday after the 
Indian Supreme Court 
overturned a lower court's 
landmark 2009 ruling that 
had judged the country’s 
19th century law banning 
gay sex between consent¬ 
ing adults to be unconstitu¬ 
tional. 

The ruling means that the 
1861 law, which forbids 
“carnal intercourse against 
the order of nature with 
man, woman or animal," 
is again in effect. The law 
makes gay sex punishable 
by 10 years in prison. Only 
Parliament can change 
that law, the Supreme 
Court ruled. 

There is almost no chance 
that Parliament will act 
where the Supreme Court 
did not, advocates and op¬ 
ponents of the law agreed. 
And with the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, a conserva¬ 
tive Hindu nationalist group, 
appearing in ascendancy 
before national elections 
in the spring, the prospect 
of any legislative change 
happening for years is un¬ 
likely, analysts said. 


the television coverage 
viewed around the world, 
standing next to a proces¬ 
sion of leaders including 
President Barack Obama 
who eulogized Mandela at 
an enormous soccer stadi¬ 
um in Soweto, South Africa. 
“The organizers of the me¬ 
morial service, and indeed 
any event, should have 
contacted organizations 
who coordinate South Af¬ 
rican Sign Language inter¬ 
preting services to secure 
a professional, trained ex¬ 
perienced interpreter,” 
said the statement by the 


Anjali Gopalan, founder of 
a charity that sued to over¬ 
turn the law, said she was 
“shocked” by the ruling. 
“This is taking many, many 
steps back. The Supreme 
Court has not just let down 
the LGBT community,” Go¬ 
palan said, referring to 
gays, lesbians, bisexuals 
and transgenders, “but the 
constitution of India.” 

S.Q.R. Ilyas, a member of 
the All India Muslim Person¬ 
al Law Board, which had 
filed a petition in the case 
asking that the lower court 
ruling be reversed, praised 
Wednesday's ruling. 

“These relationships are un¬ 
ethical as well as unnatu¬ 
ral,” Ilyas said. “They create 
problems in society, both 
moral and social. 

This is a sin as far as Islam is 
concerned.” 

The law banning gay sex 
is rarely enforced in India, 
but the police sometimes 
use it to bully and intimi¬ 
date gays. In rare cases, 
health charities that hand 
out condoms to gays to 
help prevent the spread of 
HIV/AIDS have seen their 
work interrupted because 
such efforts are technically 
illegal. □ 


group’s national director, 
Bruno Druchen. 

The group called the man’s 
validity into question for 


several reasons. 

For one, he was using self-in- 
vented signs, according to 
the statement. He did not, 


for instance, use the estab¬ 
lished signs for Mandela or 
President Jacob Zuma. His 
handshapes were mean¬ 
ingless, the statement said, 
and he failed to use facial 
expressions, an important 
part of South African sign 
language. 

“It is a total mockery of 
the language,” statement 
said. “This proves that he 
is not involved in the Deaf 
community and doesn't 
know South African Sign 
Language.” 

A spokesman for Zuma did 
not immediately return a 
call for comment. 

DeafSA said the man ap¬ 
peared at an event for the 
African National Congress 
last year, and the group 
filed a complaint based on 
his work, according to The 
Associated Press. □ 



The as yet unidentified interpreter during President Barack 
Obama’s eulogy for Mandela at the soccer stadium in Soweto, 
Johannesburg on Tuesday, Dec. 10. 

(Stephen Crowley/The New York Times) 
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Cobalt-60 finally removed from Mexican cornfield 


OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — A ship¬ 
ment of highly radioactive 
cobalt-60 was safely recov¬ 
ered Tuesday evening after 
sitting in the cornfield where 
it was found a week ago 
dumped by truck thieves in 
central Mexico, the coun¬ 
try's nuclear safety director 
said. 

Juan Eibenschutz, direc¬ 
tor general of the National 
Commission of Nuclear 
Safety and Safeguards, 
said a robot was used to 
scoop up the dangerous 
material and deposit it in 
a safe container for trans¬ 
porting to a nuclear waste 
treatment facility. 

“It's been recovered, and 
it’s on its way to the waste 
site,” he said. 

EarlierTuesday, Eibenschutz 
had said the cobalt-60 was 
still in the field because 
emergency workers hadn’t 
been able to get the robot 
close enough due to bales 
of corn stalks in the field. He 
said workers were clearing 
a path. 

“Things turned out well,” he 
said a few hours later. “The 
operators of the robot pre¬ 
pared everything and were 
able to secure the mate¬ 
rial.” 

The federal police force 
said it provided the robot. 
Its statement added that 
100 federal police, marines 
and local officers were still 
guarding the area. 
Eibenschutz said a farmer 


was being checked at a 
hospital after showing signs 
of radiation exposure. The 
man, who lives in the near¬ 
by farming town of Huey- 
poxtla, told authorities that 
he handled the material af¬ 
ter finding it in the field and 
started feeling sick soon af¬ 


ter. 

The cobalt-60, which was 
from obsolete medical 
equipment used in radia¬ 
tion therapy, was being 
transported to a waste fa¬ 
cility by a truck that was sto¬ 
len at gunpoint early Dec. 
2 when the driver stopped 


to rest at a gas station in Hi¬ 
dalgo state. 

Two days later, authori¬ 
ties found the truck aban¬ 
doned in neighboring Mex¬ 
ico state. The thieves had 
removed the cobalt-60 
from its protective contain¬ 
er and left it nearby in the 


field about a kilometer (a 
half a mile) from Hueypoxt- 
la, a town of about 4,000 
people. Officials have said 
the material posed no 
threat to the town, saying 
it was dangerous only in 
close proximity. 

On Monday, a federal 


judge ordered five people 
held for 40 days under a 
form of house arrest pend¬ 
ing possible charges. 

Four of the detainees are 
suspected in the theft of 
the truck and the fifth was 
allegedly a possible buyer 
of the stolen vehicle, said 


an official with the Attor¬ 
ney General’s Office, who 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because he was not 
authorized to speak to the 
media. 

The farmer exposed to ra¬ 
diation is not a suspect in 
the case, authorities said. □ 



A resident rides a donkey near a home where the radiation head that was part of a radiation 
therapy machine sits, placed there by the family who found the stolen equipment abandoned in 
a nearby field, in the village of Hueypoxtla, Mexico. The highly radioactive cobalt-60 was safely 
recovered early Wednesday morning after sitting in the cornfield where it was found a week ago 

(AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo) 


Mexican Senate approves dramatic oil reform 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex¬ 
ico’s Senate on Wednes¬ 
day approved the most 
dramatic oil reform in de¬ 
cades, moving the country 
closer to opening its belea¬ 
guered, state-run sector to 
private companies and in¬ 
vestment. 

The Senate voted over¬ 
whelmingly in favor of al¬ 
lowing the government 
to grant contracts and li¬ 
censes for exploration and 
extraction of oil and gas to 
multinational firms, some¬ 
thing currently prohibited 
under Mexico’s constitu¬ 
tion. Contracts could be 
made directly with the 
state rather than issued by 
the state-run oil company. 


Petroleos Mexicanos, end¬ 
ing its monopoly on Mexi¬ 
can oil. The reform allows 
contracts for profit- and 
production-sharing, as well 
as licenses, in which com¬ 
panies pay royalties and 
taxes to the Mexican gov¬ 
ernment for the right to ex¬ 
plore and drill. 

The reform gives private 
companies the ability to 
post expected benefits in 
their financial statements, 
as long as they specify in 
their contracts that all oil 
and gas they find in the 
ground belongs to Mexico, 
according to articles ex¬ 
panding on the reform. 

The constitution would con¬ 
tinue to prohibit oil conces¬ 


sions, considered the most 
liberal kind of access by pri¬ 
vate oil companies. 

The bill still must be ap¬ 
proved by the lower house 
of Congress and 17 of Mex¬ 
ico’s 31 states and Federal 
District. It’s the crowning 
piece of President Enrique 
Pena Nieto’s first year of re¬ 
forms, which have also tar¬ 
geted education, the tax 
system and telecommuni¬ 
cations.But energy reform is 
considered most crucial to 
the overall economy and 
the remaining five years of 
Pena Nieto’s presidency. 
Opponents said the pro¬ 
posal outlines a system that 
has been proven a “total 
failure,” while analysts con¬ 


sider it an unprecedented 
move in opening the door 
to the private investment 
Mexico needs to save its oil 
sector. Mexican oil produc¬ 
tion has been declining de¬ 
spite increased investment, 
and Pemex has not had 
the wherewithal to date to 
exploit the country’s vast 
deep-water or shale oil 
and gas reserves. The mea¬ 
sures in the Senate propos¬ 
al have been prohibited in 
the decades since 1938, 
when then-President Laz- 
aro Cardenas nationalized 
the oil industry, a step writ¬ 
ten into the constitution to 
protect the country from 
possible profiteering by for¬ 
eign companiesO 



Caribbean panel 
expands slavery 
reparation fight 

DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— A Caribbean com¬ 
mission is expanding the 
number of former colonial 
powers it says should pro¬ 
vide some form of repa¬ 
rations for the lingering 
regional impact of the At¬ 
lantic slave trade. 

At a Tuesday news con¬ 
ference at the Jamaica 
campus of the University 
of the West Indies, the Ca¬ 
ribbean Community Rep¬ 
arations Commission iden¬ 
tified eight European na¬ 
tions that should work with 
regional governments to 
“address the living lega¬ 
cies of these crimes.” 

A British law firm hired by 
Caribbean governments 
seeking reparations initial¬ 
ly targeted Britain, France 
and the Netherlands. But 
the Caribbean Commu¬ 
nity reparations panel, 
which is acting as an ad¬ 
visory group for regional 
governments, added the 
names of Spain, Portugal, 
Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden. 

“Of course, when we 
delve deeper into the his¬ 
tory, we find that most of 
the European nations, in¬ 
cluding those in southern 
Europe and central Eu¬ 
rope, were also involved 
in this,” commission chair¬ 
man Hilary Beckles said, 
adding that the group is 
also gathering informa¬ 
tion on countries such as 
Switzerland and Russia. 
Beckles, who has written 
several books on the his¬ 
tory of Caribbean slav¬ 
ery, said the commission is 
preparing to submit its first 
report to heads of govern¬ 
ments, who will ultimately 
decide how to approach 
the European nations. 

The commission says the 
wounds of slavery include 
psychological trauma 
that is still evident in Ca¬ 
ribbean social life and a 
legacy of scientific and 
technological “back¬ 

wardness” due to a focus 
on the production of raw 
materials such as sugar 
during the days of planta¬ 
tion slavery .□ 













Aruba’s Concierges Enjoy Special Tour At Arikok National Park 


- Red Sail Sports concierge 
staff warmly welcomed 
and pampered 


SAN FUEGO - On Tuesday 
morning December 10 the 
Arikok National Park man¬ 
agement team hosted 
staff members of Red Sail 
Sports Concierge Desks to 
exclusively educate and 
inform them of the unique¬ 
ness of Aruba's natural 
park, covering 20% of the 
island. A delicious outdoor 
breakfast served at Hofi 
Shon Shoco was followed 
by a special tour of the 
park. Hosts of the VIP tour 
were Arikok Park’s director 
Diego Marquez and re¬ 
search & education expert 
Indra Zaandam, together 
with a park ranger driving 
one of the parks own Land 
Rovers. The tour included a 
visit to Moro (Little Aruba) 
and the Natural Pool, stops 
at magnificent viewpoints 
such as Arikok Hilltop and 
main attractions like the 
caves inside the national 
park. Meanwhile Aruba’s 
concierges were educat¬ 
ed on the ancient history 
of Aruba's lava rock forma¬ 
tion, dating back to some 
95 million years ago. Park 
director Diego Marquez 
also explained the park’s 
geological and ecological 
importance and its diver¬ 
sity of flora and fauna in¬ 


side the park. The Red Sail 
Sports Concierge staff was 
even invited to taste the 
fruits of one of many cac¬ 
tus species inside the park. 
Park management also 
elaborated on new devel¬ 
opments and future plans 
such as further develop¬ 
ment of the Miralamar 
Gold Mine Ruins inside the 
park, placement of new 
information signs at main 
attractions and the launch 
of a new (road) map for 
the park, including a bro¬ 
chure with more informa¬ 
tion on sites to visit. Indra 
Zaandam focused on the 
importance of awareness 
for the park and explained 


about the many initiatives 
the park organizes, such as 
the open-air Monthly Mov¬ 
ie Night, the Junior Rangers 
Camp and the Bat Pro¬ 
gram. She also mentioned 
that volunteers are always 
welcome to join and par¬ 
ticipate in special projects. 
Arikok National Park is a 
foundation dedicated to 
nature conservation and 
education, as well as the 
preservation of Aruba’s 
cultural heritage. Aruba’s 
National Park covers 20% 
of the island and is home 
to diverse local flora and 
fauna. Its mission is to pro¬ 
tect and conserve the nat¬ 
ural and cultural surround¬ 
ings of the National Park. In 
paying a conservation fee 
every visitor contributes 
to the conservation and 
protection of the natural 
beauty in Aruba. More in¬ 








breakfast at Arikok Park's 
Hofi Shon Shoco, as well as 
touring the park and enjoy¬ 
ing gorgeous views of the 
island’s coastline and pay¬ 
ing a visit to the Guadirikiri 
Cave inside the national 
park.Q 


formation is available at 
www.arubanationalpark. 
org or on Facebook/Arikok 
National Park. 

In the pictures, concierge 
staff members Naomi, Jen¬ 
nifer and Lucienne of Red 
Sail Sports Aruba enjoy 
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Loyal visitors honored at the Aruba Marriott Ocean Club 



PALM BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring two very nice 
couples, whom are loyal 
and friendly Visitors of Aru¬ 
ba, at the Marriott Ocean 


Club as Distinguished Visi¬ 
tors. The symbolic honor¬ 
ary titles are presented in 
the name of the Minister of 
Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 10-to-19 con¬ 


secutive years. 

The honorees were Rick 
and Peggy Thompson of 
Red Wing, Minnesota, and 
Fred and Lola Springer of 
Olney, Maryland. The hon¬ 
orees are loyal members 
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of the Marriott Ocean 
Club and they love Aruba 
very much because of 
the friendly people, the 
climate, beaches, restau¬ 
rants, and being on Aruba 
and staying at the Ocean 
Club is like being home for 


them. The certificates were 
presented by Ernest Giel 
representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority together 
with Lisette Bouwman, Lilian 
Britten and Erwin Noguera, 
GM at the Marriott Ocean 
ClubO 


Kittens looking for a volunteer to 
get them home before Christmas! 


ORANJESTAD - We are hop¬ 
ing to find a volunteer to 
take a mother, Pumpkin 
and her kittens to their new 
‘forever homes’ in the USA. 
The Aruba Kitten Rescue 
Foundation is always on 
the lookout for visitors wish¬ 
ing to adopt kittens, cats, 
dogs and puppies from 
Aruba. The foundation’s 
mission is to guide volun¬ 
teers through the process 
and make it as easy as 
possible -- it’s not difficult. 
So...attention people from 
New Jersey, if you wish 
to volunteer this week or 
next to take any of these 
lovely cats home to their 
new family, contact Yessy 
at 732-1433. Read more 
about us and other rescues 
on www.facebook.com/ 
aruba.mutts and on behalf 
of the Aruba Kitten Rescue 
Foundation, donations are 
welcome. □ 
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Aramis and his friends could use your help! 


ORANJESTAD - We would 
like to introduce Aramis to 
you, one of the donkeys 
that has found a home 
at the Aruba Donkey 
Sanctuary. We have never 
seen a donkey that was 
so easily accepted by the 
herd as Aramis. Normally 
it takes quite a while 
before the herd accepts a 
newcomer, but with Aramis 
and his friend Ninja it went 
without a hitch. We only 
separated them for one 
night, but one noticed that 
the herd was not opposed 
to this gorgeous, dark grey 
donkey. So put into the 
herd, and loving every 
moment at the Aruba 
Donkey Sanctuary. Aramis 
can look forward to staying 
a long, long time with us, as 
he is just four years old. 

This beautiful donkey has 
been provided with a 
chip, just like all the other 
donkeys. On the chip is 
information about the 
donkey and its medical 
history. The donkeys at 


the sanctuary have a lot 
of friends with whom they 
can play all day long. And 
they love living there: they 
are well-cared for, they 


are fed and watered and 
when they are sick the 
vet is called. Yes, they are 
expensive customers for 


the sanctuary. 

The volunteers are trying 
to cover the various costs 
with all kinds of activities 
and the sale of great 


donkey memorabilia in 
the shop. Fortunately, 
there are also visitors who 
wish to adopt a donkey. 


who buy something at 
the donkey shop or who 
make a donation. Thus 
they help support us. 
Everyone is welcome to 


visit the sanctuary, which 
has opening hours from 9 
am until 4 pm and in the 
weekend from 10 am until 


3. Entry is free of charge 
and one can enjoy a soft 
drink, a cup of coffee or a 
refreshing ice cream. 

The volunteers of the 
sanctuary are hoping that 
somebody will adopt this 
friendly, lovely donkey. 
Of course the donkey 
will keep on living at the 
sanctuary; you only need 
to pay AWG. 30,-- per 
month for the donkey's 
keep. With this amount you 
help support the sanctuary 
as well as your own donkey. 
And you will receive a 
beautiful certificate and 
a super T-shirt and your 
name and photo will be 
posted on our website. So 
please call the sanctuary 
at 593-2933; you can also 
register via the website 
www.arubandonkey.org 
or donate money on bank 
account number 40.03.025 
at the Aruba Bank! Just do 
it! Would you like to follow 
the donkeys on Facebook: 
surf to Donkey Sanctuary 
Aruba please.Q 
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Cousins to start ahead of RG3 for Redskins 


By JOSEPH WHITE 
AP Sports Writer 
ASHBURN, Va. (AP) - Mike 
Shanahan gave Robert 
Griffin III a rest, and may 
have turned up the pres¬ 
sure on himself, too. 

The Redskins’ coach an¬ 
nounced Wednesday that 
he was benching the star 
quarterback for the rest of 
the season. Kirk Cousins will 
start, and Griffin will be the 
inactive No. 3 quarterback 
behind Rex Grossman. 
Shanahan said he is 
benching Griffin to keep 
the quarterback healthy 
for the offseason, pointing 
out the 24 sacks and other 
hits Griffin has taken over 
the last five games. He said 
he ran the idea by owner 
Dan Snyder and general 
manager Bruce Allen, and 
that both offered fheir sup¬ 
port. 

“You’ve got to take a look 
at the risk and reward,” 
Shanahan said. “And with 
Robert I thought that his 



Washington Redskins quarterbacks Robert Griffin III, left, and Kirk Cousins, work during their NFL 
football practice Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2013, in Ashburn, Va. Cousins will start for the Redskins on 
Sunday, and Griffin III will be the No. 3 quarterback behind Rex Grossman. 


hits were piling up on him, 
giving him his toll, and I was 
afraid that we would set 
him back.” 

Shanahan cited the need 
for Griffin fo have a full off¬ 
season of development af¬ 
ter missing this year’s work¬ 
outs while rehabbing from 
knee surgery. Buf fhere's 
no certainty that Shanah¬ 
an will be around to coach 
in the offseason: The Red¬ 
skins have lost five straight 
and are 3-10, their third los¬ 
ing season in Shanahan's 
four years in Washington. 

“I think anytime you have 
a year left on your con¬ 
tract and you have three 
wins, that’s going to be out 
there,” Shanahan said 
Griffin was clearly unhappy 
with Shanahan’s move. 

“I expressed my desire 
to play,” Griffin said. “Of 
course I want to be out 
there and finish the season 
with my guys, see it through. 

Continued on Page 20 


America’s Cup economic 
impact below projections 



Oracle Team USA crosses the finish line during the 18th race of 
the America's Cup sailing event against Emirates Team New 
Zealand on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2013, in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

The America’s Cup sailing 
races this year generated 
far less economic activity 
in the San Francisco Bay 
Area than projected, and 
have cost taxpayers more 
than $5 million, according 
to draft figures released 
Tuesday. 

Figures from fhe Bay Area 
Council Economic Institute 
reviewed by the San Fran¬ 
cisco Chronicle show the 
races generated at least 
$364 million in economic 
impact. That figure rises to 
$550 million if fhe construc¬ 
tion of a new cruise ship ter¬ 
minal is factored in. 

That is far below the $900 
million projected just a few 


months before the races 
were set to begin and the 
$1.4 billion originally esti¬ 
mated in 2010. 

Based on figures from May¬ 
or Ed Lee’s office, the races 
have cost city taxpayers 
more than $5 million so far 
despite private fundraising 
and a boost in city tax rev¬ 
enue. The numbers come 
as Lee prepares to submit a 
proposal by Dec. 22 to host 
the next Cup. In a state¬ 
ment, he said the races 
“showcased our beauti¬ 
ful city to the world and 
brought thousands of new 
jobs, long-overdue legacy 
waferfronf improvements, 
international visitor spend¬ 
ing, and a boost to our re¬ 


gional economy.” 

But Supervisor John Avalos 
said city money was bet¬ 
ter spent in outlying neigh¬ 
borhoods such as the one 
he represents, rather than 
its waterfront, which was 
spruced up for the races. 
“A $5.5 million deficit, all 
for a yacht race for billion¬ 
aires,” Avalos said. “The 
whole event has been 
nothing more than a stu¬ 
pefying spectacle of how 
this city works for the top 1 
percent on everyone else's 
dime.” The event faced nu¬ 
merous setbacks, including 
the death of Olympic gold 
medal-winning sailor An¬ 
drew “Bart" Simpson during 
a training run in May. 


The $100 million price tag to 
compete in the race whit¬ 
tled down the list of com¬ 
petitors. Simpson’s death 
raised concerns about the 
safety of the race. 

Still, the finish was thrilling, 
with defending champion 
Oracle Team USA coming 
back from an 8-1 match 
deficit to defeat Emirates 
Team New Zealand. 

“While the economic boost 
fell short of initial expecta¬ 


tions, it’s definitely worth a 
modest city investment to 
generate hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of dollars for our local 
economy,” said Board of 
Supervisors President David 
Chiu. “The race ended up 
being pretty exciting, too.” 
Russell Coutts, a five-time 
America’s Cup winner who 
is CEO of Oracle Team USA, 
said it was a “very positive 
experience" for both the 
city and the event.Q 
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Pacers beat the Heat 
to prove their worth 


Indiana Pacers center Roy Hibbert, left, react to hitting a bucket 
as he was fouled by Miami Heat center Chris Bosh in the second 
half of an NBA basketball game in Indianapolis, Tuesday, Dec. 
10, 2013. The Pacers won 90-84. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Roy 
Hibbert scored 24 points 
and Paul George had 15 of 
his 17 points during a sec¬ 
ond-half rally to lead the 
Pacers past Miami 90-84 
Tuesday night in a match¬ 
up of the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence’s top two teams. 
Indiana improved its 
league-best record to 19-3 
and extended its lead to 
three full games by beat¬ 
ing Miami at home for the 
fourth straight time. 

LeBron James led the Heat 
with 17 points, 14 rebounds 
and six assists but had only 
three baskets and nine 
points over the final 36 min¬ 
utes. Miami has now lost 
three of five. 

The Heat led by 13 in the 
first half and didn’t trail 
until Hibbert completed a 
three-point play with 6:12 
left in the third quarter to 
put the Pacers ahead 58- 
57. But with George heat¬ 
ing up, Hibbert dominating 
the middle and Indiana’s 
bench playing solid, Miami 


couldn’t tie it or take the 
lead again. 

SUNS 114, LAKERS 108 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Goran 
Dragic scored 31 points 
and Phoenix kept Los An¬ 
geles winless with Kobe Bry¬ 
ant back in the lineup. 
Bryant led the Lakers with 
20 points while playing 29 
mostly sharp minutes in his 
second game back from 
a nearly eight-month ab¬ 
sence with a torn Achilles 
tendon. He led a fourth- 
quarter rally by the Lakers, 
who got within four points 
with 3 minutes left before 
Phoenix held on for ifs first 
three-game winning streak 
of the season. 

Marcus Morris scored 22 
points and Eric Bledsoe 
had 18 points and nine as¬ 
sists for the surprising Suns, 
who never trailed after the 
opening minutes. Phoenix 
held off the Lakers with su¬ 
perb fourth-quarter play 
from both Morris brothers. 
Markieff Morris added 15 
points. 

SPURS 116, RAPTORS 103 


TORONTO (AP) — Manu 
Ginobili scored 16 points, 
Tony Parker had 15 and 
San Antonio beat Toronto 
for the sixth straight time. 
Tim Duncan scored 14 
points and Aron Baynes 
had a career-best 14 as 
the Spurs overcame a 
14-point first quarter deficit 
to improve to 26-9 all-time 
against Toronto. 

San Antonio has won three 
of six since its 11-game win¬ 
ning streak was halted with 
a loss at Oklahoma City on 
Nov. 27. 

Danny Green had 14 points 
for the Spurs, while Marco 
Belinelli had 12 and Patty 
Mills 11. DeMar DeRozan 
scored 19 points and Amir 
Johnson had 19 points and 
nine rebounds for the Rap¬ 
tors, who lost for the sixth 
time in seven games. 

NETS 104, CELTICS 96 
NEW YORK (AP) — Deron 
Williams scored a season- 
high 25 points in his return 
to the lineup. Brook Lo¬ 
pez added 24, and Brook¬ 
lyn beat Boston in the first 


matchup for Paul Pierce 
and Kevin Garnett against 
their former feam. 

Garnett had 11 points, just 


his third time in double fig¬ 
ures for fhe Nets this sea¬ 
son, and grabbed nine re¬ 
bounds. □ 



Lindsey Vonn to skip St. Moritz, return on Dec. 21 



Lindsey Vonn, of the United States, reacts in the finish area 
following her run at the women's World Cup downhill ski race in 
Lake Louise, Alberta, Friday, Dec. 6, 2013. 

Associated Press 


PARK CITY, Utah (AP) — 
Mapping out her Olympics 
preparation after a three- 
race test, Lindsey Vonn 
will sit out this weekend’s 
World Cup stop at St. 
Moritz, Switzerland, and is 
planning to return to the 
circuit in a downhill at Val 
d'lsere, France, on Dec. 21. 
Vonn's schedule was 
announced Wednesday 
by the U.S. Ski Team. 

The 29-year-old American 
returned to competition 
at Lake Louise, Alberta, 
last week, 10 months after 
tearing two ligaments 
in her right knee and 
breaking a bone in that 
leg during a crash at the 
world championships. 
She also had a setback 
when she partially re-tore 
one of those surgically 
reconstructed ligaments 
in a fall during practice on 


Nov. 19. 

Vonn finished 40th in a 
downhill Friday in her World 
Cup season debut, then 
11th in another downhill 
Saturday, and fifth in a 
super-G on Sunday. 

Asked after that last event 
what those 72 hours of 
racing told her, Vonn 
replied: “It tells me that I do 
need a couple more starts. 
I want to make sure that I 
get on the podium at least 
once, if not win, before ... 
Sochi. For me, mentally, I 
really want to have that in 
my back pocket.” 

She also indicated she 
did not think she needed 
much more in the way of 
World Cup work before 
heading to the Olympics, 
which start in less than two 
months. 

“I know that I’m skiing well, 
so I know that I don’t need 


to push myself and try to 
push the limits of my knee 
fo race as many as races 
as I can. ... I'm ready for 
Sochi,” Vonn said Sunday. 
“I may race in one or two 
races, something like that.” 
She added the she wanted 
to limit her schedule so as 


to “take the risk away from 
any long-term damage on 
my knee." 

The races she'll miss at St. 
Moritz are a super-G and 
giant slalom. She’s won 
the downhill at Val d’lsere 
three times — in 2005, 2006 
and 2010. After that initial 


victory there, Vonn was 
awarded a cow by local 
farmers. 

Vonn won fwo medals 
at the 2010 Vancouver 
Games, including a gold 
in the downhill, and she is 
a four-time overall World 
Cup champion. Her 59 
race wins are three shy 
of the World Cup career 
record. 

Vonn explained that 
she would work with her 
coaches to figure out 
when to race ahead of 
going to Sochi. 

“We take everything day 
to day and week to week 
with her and ... there won’t 
be nearly as much volume, 
because the one thing 
we don’t have to do with 
Lindsey is teach her how to 
ski," U.S. Ski Team women's 
speed coach Chip White 
said at Lake Louise. □ 
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Washington Redskins quarterbacks Kirk Cousins, left, and Rob¬ 
ert Griffin III, center, walk behind head coach Mike Shanahan, 
during their NFL football practice Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2013, in 
Ashburn, Va. Cousins will start for the Redskins on Sunday, and 
Griffin III will be the No. 3 quarterback behind Rex Grossman.12 

Associated Press 


Redskins 

Continued from Page 18 

He explained to me his rea¬ 
soning, and at the end of 
the day Coach’s decision 
is what we go with it." 
Cousins took the first-team 
snaps as the team worked 
out in the indoor practice 
bubble to prepare for Sun¬ 
day’s game against the At¬ 
lanta Falcons. Players say 
Griffin ran the scout team. 
The benching is the latest 
twist in a Shanahan-Griffin 
relationship that has been 
bordering on contentious 
since a playoff loss to Se¬ 
attle last season, when 
Griffin remained in fhe 
game even though he was 
clearly injured. Shanahan 
conceded for the first time 
Wednesday that continu¬ 
ing to play Griffin “cost us 
the game." 

Griffin had reconstructive 
knee surgery a few days lat¬ 
er and missed vital months 
of developmental work be¬ 
fore returning for Week 1 in 
September, but he hasn’t 
been the same player that 


won the league’s Offensive 
Rookie of the Year in 2012. 
With defenses taking away 
the read-option, he has 
struggled as a drop-back 
passer, ranking 26th in the 
NFL in passer rating with 16 


touchdowns and 12 inter¬ 
ceptions. 

However, while Griffin 
hasn’t had the same ex¬ 
plosiveness, both he and 
Shanahan have insisted 
that the quarterback is 


medically healthy. Until this 
week, Shanahan publicly 
quashed any suggestions 
about a possible switch, 
saying Griffin needs as 
much game experience as 
possible. 

Shanahan said Wednes¬ 
day that he first brought up 
the idea of benching Grif¬ 
fin last week in a conver¬ 
sation with Snyder, having 
decided that risk of injury 
outweighed the reward of 
experience. 

Both Griffin and Cousins are 
second-year players. Cous¬ 
ins played in all or part of 
four games, including the 
playoff loss, last season be¬ 
cause of various Griffin inju¬ 
ries. Grossman hasn’t tak¬ 
en a regular season snap 
since 2011. 

In recent days, the open 
question has been wheth¬ 
er Shanahan might resign 
- and thus forfeit a year's 
salary - or wait to be fired 
at the end of the season. 
There’s also the possibility 
he and Snyder could nego¬ 
tiate a settlement, and that 
the benching of a healthy 


franchise player could in 
some way be Shanahan's 
way of getting some lever¬ 
age in those talks. 
“Somebody said, 'Hey, the 
reason why you’re going 
with Kirk is you’re trying to 
get fired and get a year left 
on your contract,"’ Shana¬ 
han said. “If I want to try 
to get fired. I’m not going 
to call up Dan Snyder and 
ask his opinion on a player 
(when) I don’t have to. And 
if he says no. I’m not going 
to go in that direction.” 

But Shanahan again con¬ 
ceded he might not return 
for a fifth season. 

“I don’t know until I sit down 
with Dan," Shanahan said. 
“Then we’ll find out what I 
think. I’ll give him my opin¬ 
ions, and he’ll give me his 
opinions. Maybe we just hit 
it off and everything and I 
get that 12-, 15-year con¬ 
tract.” “Well, maybe three- 
year,” he added with a 
smile. “Whatever it is. That’s 
where grown men talk at 
the end of the year and 
you find out, 'Hey, what’s 
the best way to go.’"0 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 





ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 



Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 




























Ovechkin 

The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Alex 
Ovechkin scored four 
goals, including the equal¬ 
izer with 32.4 seconds left in 
regulation, and the Wash¬ 
ington Capitals rallied to 
beat the Tampa Bay Light¬ 
ning 6-5 in a shootout Tues¬ 
day night. NHL Capsules 
Ovechkin increased his 
NHL-leading total to 26 
goals and became Wash¬ 
ington’s career leader in 
power-play goals, scoring 
twice with the extra man 
to pass Peter Bondra, who 
had 137. 

Nicklas Backstrom had a 
goal and four assists, and 
Troy Brouwer beat Tampa 
Bay goalie Ben Bishop in 
the fifth round of the shoot¬ 
out to provide the Capi¬ 
tals with their fifth win in six 
games. 

Martin St. Louis and Tyler 
Johnson each had a goal 
and two assists for the 
Lightning, who squandered 
a three-goal lead in losing 
their sixth straight at Wash¬ 
ington. 

Ondrej Palat scored on a 
wrist shot between the cir¬ 
cles after taking Johnson’s 
centering pass from behind 
the net to put Tampa Bay 
up 5-4 at 8:36 of the third 
period. 

It appeared that would 
hold up until Ovechkin 
scored from the left circle 
after Washington pulled 
goalie Philipp Grubauer. 
ISLANDERS 3, SHARKS 2, SO 
SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — 
Kyle Okposo scored the 
tying goal with 1:37 left 
in regulation and got the 
game-winner in the fourth 
round of a shootout to help 
New York snap a 10-game 
losing streak with a victory 
over San Jose. 

Thomas Vanek also scored 
in regulation and the 
shootout for the Islanders. 
Kevin Poulin made 46 saves 
and was outstanding early 
to keep the Islanders in 
the game until they broke 
through with two third-peri¬ 
od goals. 

Then he stopped three of 
four attempts in the shoot¬ 
out despite appearing to 
injure himself on a pad 
save against Joe Pavelski in 
the first round. 

Patrick Marleau and Pav¬ 
elski scored for the Sharks, 
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scores 4 goals. Caps beat Lightning in SO 



Washington Capitals right wing Alex Ovechkin, left, of Russia, 
celebrates his goal to tie the game, with defenseman John Carl¬ 
son (74) in the third period of an NHL hockey game against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2013, in Washington. 
Ovechkin had four goals, and the Capitals won 6-5 in a shoot¬ 
out. 

Associated Press 


who blew a 2-0 lead and 
have lost four straight. Antti 
Niemi made 26 saves. 

New York had also lost 10 
straight road games in reg¬ 
ulation since beating Ot¬ 
tawa 5-4 in a shootout on 
Nov. 1. 

PANTHERS 3, RED WINGS 2, 
SO 

SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Brad 
Boyes scored the winning 
goal in a shootout to lift 
Florida over Detroit. 
Aleksander Barkov also 
scored in the tiebreaker 
for Florida, which has won 
three of four overall and 
two in a row against the 
Red Wings. 

Tomas Tatar scored for De¬ 
troit in the shootout but Tim 
Thomas stopped shots by 
Daniel Alfredsson and Gus¬ 
tav Nyquist. 

Nick Bjugstad and Sean 
Bergenheim had goals 
in regulation for Florida. 
Thomas made 24 saves. 
Pavel Datsyuk and Todd 
Bertuzzi scored for the Red 
Wings. Jimmy Howard 
made 25 saves and Johan 
Franzen had two assists. 
Detroit lost for the sixth time 
this season when leading 
after two periods. Florida 
scored twice in the third to 
tie the game. 

PREDATORS 4, RANGERS 1 
NEW YORK (AP) — Nick 
Spaling and Rich Clune 
scored first-period goals, 
and seldom-used backup 
Carter Hutton made 28 
saves as Nashville snapped 
a five-game losing streak 
by beating New York. 
Hutton (5-3-1) made his first 
start since Nov. 10 and his 
third appearance in that 
span as the Predators try to 
get by while Pekka Rinne 
(hip) is out. Marek Mazan- 
ec went 0-4-1 in the previ¬ 
ous five games. 

Matt Hendricks made it 
3-1 just 2:38 into the third, 
knocking in a loose puck 
from in front, with Clune 
earning an assist. Paul 
Gaustad scored an empty- 
net goal with 1:06 left and 
added two assists. 

Rick Nash cut New York's 
deficit in half in the sec¬ 
ond period and Henrik Lun- 
dqvist stopped 22 shots, 
but the Rangers fell to 0-2-1 
on their nine-game home- 
stand. They have dropped 
four straight at Madison 


Square Garden (0-3-1). 
SABRES 2, SENATORS l,SO 
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Zem- 
gus Girgensons scored 
the tying goal in the sec¬ 
ond period and added a 
score in the 10th round of a 
shootout to lift Buffalo over 
Ottawa. 

Ryan Miller made 35 
saves for the Sabres, who 
snapped a three-game 
skid. Matt Moulson, Brian 
Flynn and Steve Oft also 
scored for Buffalo in the 
shootout. 

With his 46th shootout win, 
Miller took sole posses¬ 
sion of the record for most 
shootout wins in NHL history. 
Milan Michalek scored Ot¬ 
tawa’s goal and Robin 
Lehner made 35 saves. The 
Senators’ shootout scorers 
were Mika Zibanejad, Kyle 
Turris and Michalek. 

Buffalo is 4-0 in games de¬ 
cided by a shootout. 

BLUE JACKETS 5, DEVILS 4 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
Nick Foligno scored the 
game-winning goal with 
91 seconds left when Ryan 
Johansen’s shot went in off 
his skate, giving Columbus 
a victory over New Jersey. 
Cam Atkinson had two 
goals and two assists, Bran¬ 
don Dubinsky had a goal 


and three assists and Matt 
Calvert also scored for the 
Blue Jackets, who have 
won their last four at home. 
Damien Brunner scored 
twice and Travis Zajac and 
Michael Ryder also had 
goals for the Devils, who 
have lost four of five. 

The Blue Jackets trailed 3-1 
before scoring twice in 49 
seconds in the second peri¬ 
od against Martin Brodeur. 
KINGS 6, CANADIENS 0 
MONTREAL (AP) — Rookie 
goalie Martin Jones made 
31 saves for his second shut¬ 
out in two games, and six 
Los Angeles players scored 
against Montreal. 

Jordan Nolan, 

Anze Kopitar, Alec Marti¬ 
nez, Tyler Toffoli, Jake Muzz- 
in and Justin Williams had 
the goals for the Kings, who 
won their fourth straight. 
Carey Price made 12 
saves on 16 shots for the 
Canadiens before being 
replaced by Peter Budaj, 
who stopped 12 of 14 shots. 
The loss snapped Montre¬ 
al’s 10-game point streak 
dating to Nov. 16. 
BLACKHAWKS 6, STARS 2 
DALLAS (AP) — Patrick 
Sharp scored twice to ex¬ 
tend his domination of 
Dallas and help Chicago 


cruise to an easy victory. 
Brandon Saad also scored 
two goals for Chicago, 
which has won three of the 
four games between the 
teams. One victory was in 
a shootout. 

Sharp has four goals and 
four assists against the Stars 
this season. In his last eight 
games versus Dallas, he 
has eight goals and seven 
assists. 

Patrick Kane had a goal 
and two assists for the 
Blackhawks. Defenseman 
Michael Kostka returned 
after missing 24 games be¬ 
cause of a foot injury to 
score Chicago's first goal. 
Antti Raanta made 27 
saves for his fourth win. 
Antoine Roussel scored 
twice for the Stars. Dan 
Ellis replaced starter Kari 
Lehtonen after he gave up 
four goals in the first 28:20. 
BLUES 2, JETS 1 
WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) 
— Kevin Shattenkirk scored 
a power-play goal at 16:58 
of the third period to give 
St. Louis a win over Winni¬ 
peg. 

Bryan Little scored early in 
the third for the Jets, who 
outshot the Blues 8-2 in a 
scoreless first period. 

Alex Steen turned things 
around in the second for 
St. Louis with his 21st goal 
of the season. Brian Elliott 
made 20 saves. 

COYOTES 3, AVALANCHE 1 
DENVER (AP) — Antoine 
Vermette scored two goals, 
Thomas Greiss stopped 29 
shots and Phoenix topped 
Colorado. 

Jordan Szwarz also had a 
goal for the Coyotes, who 
won for the second time in 
five games. 

Phoenix has struggled of 
late, going 3-5-2 in its past 
10 games to slip to ninth in 
the Western Conference. 
This win pulled the Coyotes 
within a point of Colorado. 
Patrick Bordeleau scored 
his fourth of the season 
and Semyon Varlamov 
made 22 saves for the 
Avalanche, who have lost 
three of four. 

BRUINS 2, FLAMES 1 
CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — 
Reilly Smith scored the tie¬ 
breaking goal at 15:27 of 
the third period and Boston 
beat the Flames in Jarome 
Iginla’s return to Calgary.Q 








THURSDAY 12 DECEMBER 2013 



SPORTS 


m 


Major Leagues intend to ban home plate collisions 


RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
LAKE BUENA VISTA, Flori¬ 
da (AP) — Major League 
Baseball plans to eliminate 
home plate collisions, pos¬ 
sibly as soon as next season 
but no later than by 2015. 
New York Mets general 
manager Sandy Alder- 
son, chairman of the rules 
committee, made the an¬ 
nouncement Wednesday 
at the winter meetings. 
Player safety and concern 
over concussions were ma¬ 
jor factors in the decision. 
“Ultimately what we want 
to do is change the culture 
of acceptance that these 
plays are ordinary and rou¬ 
tine and an accepted part 
of the game,” Alderson 
said. “The costs associated 
in terms of health and injury 
just no longer warrant the 
status quo." 

Alderson said wording of 
the rules change will be 
presented to owners for 
approval at their Jan. 16 
meeting in Paradise Valley, 
Arizona. 

“The exact language and 
how exactly the rule will be 
enforced is subject to final 
determination," he said. 
“We're going to do fairly 
extensive review of the 
types of plays that occur at 
home plate to determine 
which we're going to find 
acceptable and which are 
going to be prohibited.” 
Approval of the players’ 
union is needed for the 
rules change to be effec¬ 
tive for 2014. 

“If the players’ association 
were to disapprove, then 
the implementation of the 
rule would be suspended 
for one year, but could be 
implemented unilaterally 
after that time,” Alderson 
said. 

The union declined com¬ 
ment, pending a review of 
the proposed change. 
Former All-Star first base- 
man Tony Clark, who be¬ 
came head of the union 
this month, said in No¬ 
vember: “Suffice it to say, 
the players have some 
thoughts of their own re¬ 
garding home-plate colli¬ 
sions.” 

Discussion to limit or ban 
collisions has intensified 
since May 2011, when San 
Francisco’s Buster Posey 



In this Thursday, Oct. 17, 2013 file photo, Boston Red Sox's David Ross collides with Detroit Tigers 
catcher Alex Avila in the second inning during Game 5 of the American League baseball cham¬ 
pionship series in Detroit. 

Associated Press 


considered blocking the 
plate and how do you de¬ 
fine all of it?" 

U.S. college sports govern¬ 
ing body the NCAA insti¬ 
tuted a rule on collisions 
for the 2011 season, saying 
“contact above the waist 
that was initiated by the 
base runner shall not be 
judged as an attempt to 
reach the base or plate.” 
The umpire can call the 
runner out and can eject 
the player if contact is de¬ 
termined to be malicious or 
flagrant. 

“The actual detail, frank¬ 
ly the kinds of plays that 
we’re trying to eliminate, 
we haven’t finely deter¬ 
mined,” Alderson said. “I 
would expect to put to¬ 
gether 100 of these plays 
and identify which ones we 
want to continue to allow 
and others that we want 


was injured by Florida’s 
Scott Cousins. Posey, an 
All-Star catcher, sustained 
a broken bone in his lower 
left leg and three torn liga¬ 
ments in his ankle, an injury 
that ended his season. 
Posey returned to win the 
NL batting title and MVP 
award in 2012, when he 
led the Giants to their sec¬ 
ond World Series title in 
three seasons. 

“This is, I think, in response 
to a few issues that have 
arisen,” Alderson said. 
“One is just the general oc¬ 
currence of injuries from 
these incidents at home 
plate that affect players, 
both runners and catchers. 
And also kind of the gen¬ 
eral concern about con¬ 
cussions that exists not only 
in baseball but throughout 
professional sports and 
amateur sports today. It’s 
an emerging issue, and 
one that we in baseball 
have to address, as well as 
other sports." 

Former catchers Joe Girar- 
di, Bruce Bochy and Mike 
Matheny — all of them 
now managing in the ma¬ 
jors — attended Wednes¬ 
day’s meeting. 

“I think there will be two 
levels of enforcement of 
this rule,” Alderson said. 
“One will be with respect 
to whether the runner is de¬ 
clared safe or out based 
on conduct. So, for exam- 



In this July 14,1970 file photo, Cincinnati Reds’ Pete Rose (14) slams into Cleveland Indians' catch¬ 
er Ray Fosse to score a controversial game-winning run for the National League team in the 12th 
inning of the 1970 All-Star game in Cincinnati. Fosse suffered a fractured shoulder in the collision. 
Looking on are the Reds' third base coach Leo Durocher, and Cincinnati Reds' next hitter Dick 
Dietz (2). 

Associated Press 


pie, intentionally running 
over the catcher might re¬ 
sult in an out call. So I think 
that the enforcement will 
be on the field as well as 
subsequent consequences 
in the form of fines and sus¬ 
pensions and the like.” 

But drafting the rule figures 
to be complicated. 

“Does it include at every 
base or just home plate?” 


Baltimore manager Buck to prohibit, and draft a rule 
Showalter said. “What’s accordingly/'^ 
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AP-GfK poll: strong opposition to in-flight calls 



In this Oct. 29, 2012, file photo, a traveler on Delta Airlines 
waits for her flight in Detroit. As federal regulators consider re¬ 
moving a decades-old prohibition on making phone calls on 
planes, a majority of air travelers oppose such a change, a 
new Associated Press poll finds on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2013. 
Associated Press 


SCOTT MAYEROWITZ 
AP Airlines Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As 

federal regulators consid¬ 
er removing a decades- 
old prohibition on making 
phone calls on planes, a 
majority of Americans who 
fly oppose such a change, 
a new Associated Press- 
GfK poll finds. 

The Federal Communica¬ 
tions Commission will of¬ 
ficially start the debate 
Thursday, holding the first of 
several meetings to review 
the agency’s 22-year-old 
ban. New FCC Chairman 
Tom Wheeler has called 
the current rules “outdated 
and restrictive.” 

Technology has advanced 
to the point where in-flight 
calls — relayed first through 
a special system on planes 
— won’t overload cell tow¬ 
ers on the ground. As a 
result, Wheeler has said, 
there’s no reason the gov¬ 
ernment should prohibit 
in-flight calls. The FCC pro¬ 
posal comes weeks after 
the Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration lifted its ban on 
using personal electronic 
devices such as iPads and 
Kindles below 10,000 feet 
(3,000 meters), saying they 
don’t interfere with cockpit 
instruments. 


Just because technology 
has advanced, it doesn’t 
mean that etiquette has. 
Many fliers fear their fel¬ 
low passengers will subject 
them to long-winded con¬ 
versations impossible to 
avoid at 35,000 feet (10,700 
meters). The Associated 
Press-GfK poll released 
Wednesday finds that 48 
percent of Americans op¬ 
pose allowing cellphones 
to be used for voice calls 
while flying; just 19 percent 
support it. Another 30 per¬ 
cent are neutral. 

Among those who fly, op¬ 
position is stronger. Looking 
just at Americans who have 
taken more than one flight 
in the past year, 59 percent 
are against allowing calls 
on planes. That number 
grows to 78 percent among 
those who’ve taken four or 
more flights. 

Interestingly, you can count 
Wheeler in the opposition. 
“We understand that many 
passengers would pre¬ 
fer that voice calls not be 
made on airplanes. I feel 
that way myself," he said in 
a Nov. 22 statement. 

The chairman went on to 
say that his intention is for 
the airlines — not the gov¬ 
ernment — to make the 
decision whether or not to 


allow calls. 

Delta Air Lines is the only air¬ 
line to explicitly state that 
it won't allow voice calls. 
Delta says years of feed¬ 
back from customers show 
“the overwhelming senti¬ 
ment” is to keep the ban 
in place. American Airlines, 
United Airlines and JetBlue 
Airways all plan to study the 
issue and listen to feedback 
from passengers and crew. 
The nation’s largest flight 
attendant union opposes a 
change, saying cellphone 
use could lead to fights be¬ 
tween passengers. 


Most Middle East airlines 
and a few in Asia and Eu¬ 
rope already allow voice 
calls on planes. 

Before the FCC commis¬ 
sioners can even meet 
Thursday afternoon, they 
must go to Capitol Hill to 
answer questions about the 
change. 

House Communications 
and Technology Subcom¬ 
mittee Chairman Greg 
Walden has called all five 
commissioners to a hearing 
on the matter. 

Walden said Wednesday 
that “allowing cellphones 


on planes sounds like the 
premise of a new real¬ 
ity show: ‘Cage Fighting at 
30,000 Feet.’” 

Separately, House Trans¬ 
portation and Infrastructure 
Chairman Bill Shuster plans 
to introduce a bill prohibit¬ 
ing such calls. 

“If passengers are going to 
be forced to listen to the 
gossip in the aisle seat, it’s 
going to make for a very 
long flight,” Shuster said in a 
statement. 

In contrast to the negative 
sentiment about phone 
calls, many take a favor¬ 
able view of the lifting of the 
ban on personal electronic 
devices. The poll shows that 
43 percent of Americans 
support the FAA's move, 
while 19 percent oppose 
it. Another 37 percent are 
neutral. Among frequent 
fliers, support rises to 69 per¬ 
cent. 

The AP-GfK Poll was con¬ 
ducted Dec. 5-9, 2013 us¬ 
ing KnowledgePanel, GfK’s 
probability-based online 
panel. For results based on 
all 1,367 adults, the mar¬ 
gin of sampling error is plus 
or minus 3.5 percentage 
points. It is 5.4 points for 
results among 560 people 
who have taken at least 
one flight in the last year.Q 


Dutch bus drivers to test 
fatigue warning tech 



In this handout photo provided by Royal Beuk BV in Noordwijk, 
Netherlands on Tuesday Dec. 10, 2013 an engineer outfits a bus 
with a fatigue monitoring system. 

Associated Press 


TOBY STERLING 
Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — A 

Dutch luxury bus company 
is testing technology that 
monitors whether a driver is 
becoming drowsy. 

Royal Beuk BV said Tuesday 
it is outfitting 20 vehicles 
from six different charter 
vacation bus lines with a 
system designed by Austra¬ 
lian company Seeing Ma¬ 
chines. 

It uses infrared light and 
a camera to register eye 
movements to see whether 
a driver’s gaze is distracted 
from the road for too long, 
or if he is blinking progres¬ 
sively more slowly — signs 
he may be close to nod¬ 


ding off. 

If the system’s software al¬ 
gorithms determine there’s 
a problem, it will first sound 
an alarm for the driver. Fur¬ 
ther alarms will pull in hu¬ 
man assistance or interven¬ 
tion 

“What we see is that drivers 
learn very quickly not to be 
distracted from the road,” 
Ken Kroeger, the CEO of 
Seeing Machines, said in a 
telephone interview. “How¬ 
ever, you can’t train some¬ 
one to not be tired.” 

Other technologies with a 
similar goal are on the mar¬ 
ket. 

Mercedes and Volvo have 
both introduced automo¬ 
bile systems that measure 


drowsiness by analyzing 
steering wheel movements, 
while Ford uses cameras 
to check whether a car is 
drifting out of its lane. 
Cheaper solutions include 
ear-mounted devices that 
sound an alarm if a head 
has fallen forward, and a 
variety of smartphone apps 
that try to predict sleepi¬ 
ness or just keep a sleepy 
driver awake. 

After completing trials dur¬ 
ing this winter and next 
summer's holiday seasons, 
Beuk will act as European 
distributor for Seeing Ma¬ 
chines. 

Canberra-based Seeing 
Machines has previously 
signed deals with Cater¬ 


pillar and BHP Billiton. The 
industrial version of the 
systems cost up to $20,000 
each — in vehicles that 
can cost more than a mil¬ 
lion. The slimmed-down 


version going into the bus¬ 
es will cost less than $5,000, 
and the company hopes 
eventually to market them 
to the trucking industry as 
well.Q 










THURSDAY 12 DECEMBER 


EBUSINESS 


Stocks slump following disappointing earnings 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Markets Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Disap¬ 
pointing earnings from a 
handful of U.S. companies 
pushed the stock market to 
its biggest loss in five weeks. 
Health care stocks had 
some of the biggest de¬ 


clines. Laboratory Corpo¬ 
ration of America slumped 
after cutting its full-year 
earnings forecast. Quest 
Diagnostics, a major com¬ 
petitor, also dropped. 

Joy Global, a maker of min¬ 
ing equipment, sank after 


reporting earnings that fell 
short of Wall Street fore¬ 
casts. 

The broader stock market 
also fell. The Standard & 
Poor’s 500 index has fallen 
six out of eight days in De¬ 
cember, leaving it down 
1.3 percent for the month. 


The market may be suc¬ 
cumbing to “buyer's fa¬ 
tigue” after a big rally this 
year, said Chris Bertelsen, 
chief investment officer at 
Global Financial Private 
Capital. 

The S&P 500 has surged 25 


percent so far in 2013, put¬ 
ting it on track for its big¬ 
gest annual increase in a 
decade. 

“Anybody who thinks that 
it's up forever is certainly a 
neophyte to this business,” 
said Bertelsen. 

Another sign that investors’ 


optimism about stocks may 
be flagging was a sharp 
drop in the Russell 2000. 
The index of small-compa¬ 
ny stocks fell 1.6 percent 
Wednesday, the most 
in month. Still, this year’s 
30-percent gain in the Rus¬ 


sell 2000 has outpaced oth¬ 
er big indexes. 

Investors also considered 
the impact of the latest 
budget deal in Washing¬ 
ton, which will help law¬ 
makers avoid the immedi¬ 
ate threat of another gov¬ 
ernment shutdown. The 16- 
day shutdown in October 
crimped economic growth 
and hurt consumer confi¬ 
dence. 

In the long run, the deal 
should be good for the 
stock market. It will allow 
investors to focus on the 
economy and the outlook 
for corporations rather than 
politics, said Peter Sidoti, a 
former Wall Street analyst 
who now runs a company 
that focuses on analyzing 
small-company stocks. 

“It just gets rid of the noise," 
said Sidoti, head of Sidoti 
& Co. “The less distractions 
that you have and the 
more that you have peo¬ 
ple focus on running their 
businesses, the better off 
we are.” 

The S&P 500 index fell 20.40 
points, or 1.2 percent, to 
1,782.22. It was the biggest 
decline for the index since 
Nov. 7. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average dropped 129.60 
points, or 0.8 percent, to 
15,843.53. 

The Nasdaq composite fell 
56.68 points, or 1.4 percent, 
to 4,003.81. 

Health care stocks slid 1.6 
percent. Q 



Traser Michael Urkonis, left, and specialist Frank Masiello work on the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


Czech brewer gets Budweiser trademark in Portugal 


PRAGUE (AP) — The Czech 
brewery Budvar said 
Wednesday that a Portu¬ 
guese trade court has up¬ 
held a decision prohibiting 
its rival, Anheuser-Busch 
InBev, from selling beer un¬ 
der the Budweiser name in 
the country. 

State-owned Budvar has 
been fighting with Anheus¬ 
er-Busch for over a century 
over use of the Budweiser 
brand name. The legal 
battle continued when 
Anheuser-Busch was taken 
over by Belgium’s InBev in 
2008 to create the world’s 
largest brewer. 

In a statement, the Czech 
company — whose full 
name is Budejovicky Bud¬ 


var NP — said the court in 
Lisbon rejected AB InBev’s 
challenge to an earlier rul¬ 
ing because its Budweiser 
trademarks could be mis¬ 
taken for those Budvar had 
already registered in Portu¬ 
gal. 

AB InBev has an option to 
appeal but has not yet said 
if it plans to do so. 
Spokeswoman Karen 
Couck said in an emailed 
statement to the Associ¬ 
ated Press that the ruling 
has not affected AB InBev's 
sales of its beer “under the 
established BUD brand in 
Portugal, as we have been 
doing for years without 
challenge or interruption 
from Budvar. ”□ 
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The Budejovicky Budvar brewery, in Ceske Budejovice, Czech 
Republic. 

(AP Photo/Petr David Josek) 



Gannett to add 
USA Today bites 
to local papers 

CHRISTINE HAUGHNEY 
© 2013 New York Times 

Gannett Co., one of the 
nation's largest newspa¬ 
per chains, will try to ex¬ 
pand its advertising and 
circulation revenue by in¬ 
serting parts of its flagship 
newspaper, USA Today, 
into its local newspapers. 
The company announced 
its plans Wednesday 
morning at the UBS Global 
Media and Communica¬ 
tions Conference. 
Beginning in January, 
Gannett will add 12 to 14 
pages of USA Today con¬ 
tent each day to 35 news¬ 
papers in its largest mar¬ 
kets, including The Jour¬ 
nal News in White Plains, 
N.Y., The Tennessean in 
Nashville and The Cincin¬ 
nati Enquirer. That means 
readers, along with their 
local news, will get a 
broader mix of news from 
the USA Today content. 
Gannett has been test¬ 
ing the program at four 
papers - in Indianapolis; 
Rochester, N.Y.; Fort My¬ 
ers, Fla.; and Appleton, 
Wis. - since October and 
plans to add the new 
markets throughout the 
first quarter of 2014. Even¬ 
tually it plans to extend 
the program to all of its 81 
local newspaper markets. 
The plan represents a 
major move for Gan¬ 
nett, which experienced 
a deep dip in third-quar¬ 
ter advertising revenue 
this year compared with 
2012, when it benefited 
from advertising associat¬ 
ed with the Olympics and 
the presidential election 
season. By incorporat¬ 
ing USA Today into local 
papers, Gannett is able 
to increase the national 
paper's circulation by 
roughly 1.5 million readers 
during the week and 2.5 
million readers Sundays, 
and then try to sell adver¬ 
tising against these larger 
numbers. 

According to the Alliance 
for Audited Media, USA 
Today has 2.876 million 
weekday readers for both 
the print and digital edi¬ 
tions, with just over 1.3 mil¬ 
lion of those for the print¬ 
ed paper.Q 
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Wal-Mart names new head of international operations 


EURO BRIEFS 

Zara profits 
slim despite 
expansions 

MADRID (AP) — Span¬ 
ish fashion retailer Inditex, 
which owns Zara stores, 
says its profits barely rose 
in the first nine months of 
the year despite a solid 
sales increase and a fur¬ 
ther expansion worldwide. 
Inditex said Wednesday 
its net profit from February 
through October rose 1 
percent to 1.67 billion ($2.3 
billion) compared to the 
same period in 2012. Sales, 
meanwhile, swelled 5 per¬ 
cent to 11.93 billion euros. 
The group said it opened 
240 new stores, taking the 
total to 6, 249 shops. 

It created 8,000 jobs to 
bring its workforce to 
124,880. Founded in 1975 
by Amancio Ortega, Indi¬ 
tex operates eight brands 
including Massimo Dutti, 
Bershka, Pull & Bear and 
Oysho. Inditex’s shares 
were up 0.4 percent at 
114.70 euros in morning 
trading in Madrid. Q 

Moncler bets 
shows strong 
IPO appetites 

MILAN (AP) — The Ital¬ 
ian luxury down jacket 
maker Moncler says inves¬ 
tors sought more than 31 
times the stock offered in 
its initial public offering. 
Moncler said in a state¬ 
ment Wednesday that the 
company's market capi¬ 
talization based on the 
final price of 10.20 euros 
($14.06) is euros 2.5 billion 
euros ($3.44 billion). 

The share sale indicated 
renewed investor appetite 
in Europe, with institutional 
investors, allotted 90 per¬ 
cent of the shares on of¬ 
fer, making orders for more 
than 20 billion euros. 
Moncler shares are set to 
begin trading on Monday. 
It floated about 27 percent 
of its shares for a partial 
buyout of strategic funds. 
Chairman and creative di¬ 
rector Remo Ruffini retains 
his 31.9 percent stake.Q 


ELIZABETH A. HARRIS 
© 2013 New York Times 

Two weeks after naming a 
new chief executive, Wal- 
Mart announced Tuesday 
that David Cheesewright, 
president of several over¬ 
seas divisions, would soon 
take on all of the compa¬ 
ny’s international opera¬ 
tions. 

In a statement, Doug Mc- 
Millon, who is leaving the 
international post to be¬ 
come the top executive, 
said of Cheesewright: “We 
have strengthened our 
business and gained mar¬ 
ket share in the majority of 
our international markets, 
and he had a key role in 
that success.” 

Like McMillon, Cheese¬ 
wright has been with the 
company for many years. 
He began his career at 
Wal-Mart in 1999. 

GM to stop 

ROD McGUIRK 
Associated Press 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 

— General Motors Co. 
said Wednesday it will stop 
making cars and engines 
in Australia by the end 
of 2017, with nearly 2,900 
jobs to be lost, because of 
high production costs and 
competition. The decision 
could spell the end of car 
manufacturing in Australia 
as the industry will be too 
small for supporting busi¬ 
nesses such as parts mak¬ 
ers to remain economic. 
Toyota Motor Corp. an¬ 
nounced it is reassessing its 
future in Australia. A union 
said 50,000 jobs in the auto 
industry are in jeopardy. 
GM's Australian subsidiary 
Holden once dominated 
Australian auto sales, but 
lost market share to import¬ 
ed cars. Ford Motor Co., 
once Holden’s major rival 
in Australia, announced 
in May that it was ending 
production in the country 
in 2016. Toyota is the only 
other auto manufacturer in 
Australia. 

Australia had four car 
manufacturers before Mit¬ 
subishi Motors Corp. shut its 
doors in 2008. 

GM's announcement 
has been anticipated for 
months. The Australian 
government has been un- 


“He does seem like a very 
natural candidate,” said 
Faye Landes, an analyst at 
Cowen and Co. “He's their 
one-man SWAT team. He’s 
been sent to work on a lot 
of very important interna¬ 
tional missions, and he's 
been successful.” 

Wal-Mart has already be¬ 
gun to adjust its interna¬ 
tional strategy. 

In October, the company 
announced that it would 
close about 50 underper¬ 
forming stores in China and 
Brazil, delay indefinitely 
its plan to open hundreds 
of superstores across In¬ 
dia and reduce by a third 
the 20 million to 22 million 
square feet of retail space 
it had wanted to add in¬ 
ternationally. That same 
month, the company said 
it would accelerate devel¬ 
opment in China, adding 


der mounting pressure to 
offer increased subsidies to 
the Detroit-based compa¬ 
ny to keep it manufactur¬ 
ing in Australia for the sake 
of the auto parts industry. 
The decision reflected the 
“perfect storm of negative 
influences" that Australia's 
auto industry faces, GM's 
chief executive Dan Ak- 
erson said in a statement. 
Describing Australia as “ar¬ 
guably the most competi- 


as many as 110 facilities. 
Cheesewright, 51, has 
been in charge of opera¬ 
tions in Europe, the Middle 
East and Africa, and Can¬ 
ada. As chief executive 
of Wal-Mart Canada, he 
oversaw adding the com¬ 
pany’s supercenters to the 
country. He helped de¬ 
velop and expand online 
grocery delivery at Asda, 
Wal-Mart’s operations in 
Britain. And he serves on 
the board of Wal-Mart’s e- 
commerce business in Chi¬ 
na, Yihaodian. 

“He's been very capable 
in different geographies,” 
Landes said. “In a global 
company, you really want 
that." Before Wal-Mart, 
Cheesewright worked at 
Mars Confectionery. He 
joined Wal-Mart’s British op¬ 
erations in 1999. 
Cheesewright will start in his 


five and fragmented auto 
market in the world,” he 
also blamed the sustained 
strength of the Australian 
dollar, high costs of pro¬ 
duction, and a small popu¬ 
lation. Holden, which has 
manufactured cars in Aus¬ 
tralia for 65 years, would 
become a sales company, 
he said. 

The announcement was 
made the same day GM 
revealed that Akerson will 


new position at the begin¬ 
ning of February, the same 
time McMillon will replace 
Michael T. Duke, 64, who 
has been Wal-Mart's chief 
executive since 2009. 

“I’m honored to be named 
to lead our international 
business at a time when 
our customers around the 
world need us more than 
ever,” Cheesewright said in 
a statement. 

In the meantime, Wal-Mart, 
the largest retailer in the 
United States, is barreling 
through a competitive holi¬ 
day season, trying to snare 
every available customer 
with promotions blazing. 
On Friday, Wal-Mart will 
bring back “Black Friday- 
like prices" on items includ¬ 
ing an iPad mini and Mon¬ 
ster headphones, and it will 
keep those prices in place 
through Christmas Eve. □ 


be replaced by Mary Barra 
on Jan. 15. 

GM’s Australia chairman 
Mike Devereux said GM 
cars rebadged as Holdens 
would continue to be sold 
and serviced in Australia 
after 2017. 

GM is currently selling the 
Australia-built Chevrolet 
SS in the United States. The 
6.2-liter V-8 muscle car is 
called the Holden VF Com¬ 
modore in Australia. □ 


making cars in Australia by 2017 



A Holden Cruze hatch is manufactured at a plant in Australia. General Motors Co. said Wednes¬ 
day, Dec. 11,2013 it will stop making cars and engines in Australia by the end of 2017, with nearly 
2,900 jobs to be lost, because of high production costs and competition. GM’s Australian subsid¬ 
iary Holden once dominated Australian auto sales, but lost market share to imported cars. 

(AP Photo/General Motors) 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 
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ACROSS 

1 Mix with a 
wooden spoon 
5 Pile up 

10 Chess or poker 

14 Glass square 

15 Gut feeling 

16 Plow animals 

17 Carney and 
Garfunkel 

18 Firstborn of two 

19 Pleased 

20 Unflinching 
22 Chicken 

take-out tidbits 

24 Layer of grass 

25 Refuse to obey 

26 Often state-run 
game 

29 Affirmative 

30 More modern 

34 Gorillas and 
chimpanzees 

35 Carpet 

36 Dwell 

37 Actress Arthur 

38 Military 
greetings 

40 Pass away 

41 On the wrong 
path 

43 Toilet seat 
cover 

44 At someone’s 
_ and call 

45 Lariat 

46 Late Bernie _ 

47 Britches 

48 Not smashed 

50 Bill 

denomination 

51 Lacking flavor 
54 Wound 

covering 

58 _ up; shreds 

59 Friendlier 

61 Eur. language 

62 Make bootees 

63 Protect 

64 Cut the edges 
off of 

65 _ up; arranges 

66 _-headed; 
scatterbrained 

67 Without 

DOWN 

1 Hot tubs 


2 Small fruit pie 

3 Crash ram 

4 Fends off 

5 Get _ of; 
surpass 

6 _ over; 
contemplate 

7 Most common 
conjunction 

8 Act divisions 

9 Bush 

10 Eye protectors 

11 Wheel rod 

12 Ham or beef 

13 Stops 

21 Pigeon’s sound 
23 Barry and Kelly 

25 Usual; normal 

26 Shirt neck tag 

27 Met production 

28 Drops of joy or 
sorrow 

29 Actor Brynner 

31 Make broader 

32 Royal decree 

33 Has used too 
much perfume 

35 Rodent 

36 Sunburned 


38 Be nosy 

39 Facial twitch 
42 Helps 

44 Robbers 

46 T-shirt size 

47 Pigsty 

49 Unrestrained 
spree 

50 Late for school 


51 Irritates 

52 Four and five 

53 Barbecue rod 

54 Parks or Lahr 

55 Gillette razor 
brand 

56 Make progress 

57 Lawn trees 
60 Tam or beret 
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For women, cuts with the guys save cash 



Katie Armour, editorial director of a digital magazine, has her 
short hair style trimmed by Hugo Hernandez at Fellow Barber in 
New York, Dec. 4, 2013. Many women are choosing the more 
affordable, less fussy atmosphere of a barbershop over the tra¬ 
ditional salon experience. 

(Deidre Schoo/The New York Times) 


LAUREN SHERMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Like many 
women in New York, Katie 
Armour, editorial director 
of the digital magazine 
Matchbook, is absolutely 
devoted to her hairdresser. 
“He's so wonderful, I know 
all about his family," said 
Armour, 27, who travels 
from her apartment on the 
Upper East Side to the West 
Village once a month to 
get her hair done. 

But unlike most of her 
friends, Armour visits a 
branch of Fellow Barber 
(formerly the Freemans 
Sporting Club barbershops) 
rather than a salon. Cut 
by Hugo Hernandez, 68, 
for $40 plus tip, her closely 
cropped pixie is inspired by 
the actress Jean Seberg in 
the 1960 Jean-Luc Godard 
film “Breathless.” There is 
no shampooing involved, 
and very little styling; just a 
little spritz and comb. And 
that's exactly how she likes 
it. 

“My hair is very short,” 
Amour said, “shorter than 


the hair of the man I'm 
seeing right now.” Some of 
her male friends in the city 
went to Fellow Barber and 
had cool haircuts, she said, 
so it made sense to try it. 
“They do a good job, and 
it's half the price of what I 
used to pay.” 

Amour is just one of many 
New York women in recent 
years to choose the more 
affordable, less fussy at¬ 
mosphere of a barbershop 
over the traditional salon 
experience. This isn't en¬ 
tirely new. The 66-year-old 
institution Astor Place Hair¬ 
stylists offers cuts starting at 


$16 as well as more extrav¬ 
agant treatments, includ¬ 
ing keratin straightening 
and color. And Rudy's, the 
kitschy barbershop chain 
founded in Seattle in 1993, 
which now has locations 
in Manhattan and Brook¬ 
lyn, has always welcomed 
both sexes. 

But according to barber¬ 
shop proprietors, the num¬ 
ber of female clients is 
growing. When Sam Buffa, 
the owner of Fellow Barber, 
opened his first location on 
the Lower East Side in 2006, 
only 2 to 3 percent of fhe 
clientele were women, he 
said; now, approximately 7 
percent of the clientele in 
New York is female, and at 
Fellow Barber’s San Fran¬ 
cisco location, it's closer to 
9 percent. 

After seven years of “Real 
Housewife” barrel curls, 
close crops including 
shaved undercuts a la 
Michelle Williams as well 
as traditional pixies (most 
recently adopted by the 
fashion blogger Garance 
Dore, the actress Emma 
Watson and even the for¬ 
mer blond bombshell Pa¬ 
mela Anderson) may also 
be spurring female interest 
in this typically male set¬ 
ting. “A hairdresser at a sa¬ 
lon is probably not going to 
know how to do an under¬ 
cut," Buffa said, although 
he added that his barbers 
were happy do more-clas¬ 
sic women’s cuts as well. 

At Decatur & Sons, the 
Chelsea Market barber¬ 
shop opened in March by 
Thorin Decatur, an alum¬ 
nus of Fellow Barber, tour¬ 
ists seeking graduated lay¬ 
ers and Alexa Chung-bobs 
are turned away. 

But women still make up 
around 10 percent of the 
business. □ 



Have a Time»hara to $<11? 

_i Li looking to purchase a Timesharo? 

TlmeSharsa. — . 

.►null. Owiw 5r«JU ™ TO"! 

www.buyarubaHmeshares.com 

Many resorts to choose from - Save thousands ol $S$$ 

Whfiv 3-el li ng ywr Tipirt-her* f-pu kmv* 1 

1 . We con reprKffil yixi fw n rTKifel pfier tale c&mmitfBn: 

1 Yuan advoiltsB rfleiimmtinrB ehi m wtfcilB and 
PfrbfTlitil buyers will ton B 3Ll fthi dnHltjr! 



Aruba: lit - UiA - rfr&brfnrubaC*ibDr«.cD 



DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

^ Oranjestad 

s Dr. Angela 


FOR SALE 
La Cabana BRC 


Great Bargain!!! 

Weeks 49 & 50 

2 Br / 2 Bth 

Ocean Front Unit 

US$6000.00 each 

Call 737-3006 

buyarubatimeshares.com 

info@buyarubatimeshares.com 

200572 


FOR SALE 
La Cabana BRC 

Tremendous deal 

Studio week 50 

Pool Ocean view 

US$3,500.00 

Call 737-3006 

buyarubatimeshares.com 

info@buyarubatimeshares.com 

200572 

FOR SALE 
La Cabana BRC 

Great Bargain!!! 

Week 50 Ground FI 

2 Br / 2 Bth 

Ocean Front Unit 

US$5900.00 

Call 737-3006 

buyarubatimeshares.com 

info@buyarubatimeshares.com 

200572 


911 


POLIS 

m 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 

PHARMACY 

O'STAD: Noord Tel: 586-4606 

S. NICOLAS: Aloe Tel: 584-4606 

INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


Dec. 12 

Adventure of the Seas 
Sea Cloud II 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance Ocean View 

wk 1 -137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or Mary Summers 

114364 

FOR SALE 
La Cabana week 49 

12/6 start one bed room unit 
105 C pool floor recently 
remodeled, all amenities $2500 
AL OFFERS CONSIDERED 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
phone: 508-651-0016 

200458 


Zuiderdam 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 

FOUNDATION 


FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 


Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 

Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 


Anti-Droga 


Aruba 


(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 


FOR SALE 

Caribbean Palm Village 
(deeded) 

E 107 first floor pool side 
(renovated) 
week 1 thru 5 
1 bedroom 2 bath $10,000 
p/week 

email: nD7300@roadrunner.com 
phone: USA 440-428-4631 

200451 


STS? 

Violence A-gaintit Women 


FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 
Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
Tel_ 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345/586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Alan Alda’s science contest 
asks: What is color? 


FRANK ELTMAN 
Associated Press 
MINEOLA, New York (AP) 

— Alan Alda, the actor- 
turned-part-time profes¬ 
sor, has a new question for 
scientists to consider: How 
do you explain color to an 
11-year-old? 

The television and film star 
best known for his role 
in the 1970s TV comedy 
“MASH,” is posing the ques¬ 
tion as part of the third an¬ 
nual “Flame Challenge.” 
Alda helped organize the 
international contest as 
part of his work at the Stony 
Brook University Center for 
Communicating Science. 
The university on eastern 
Long Island named the 
center in Alda's honor ear¬ 
lier this year: its goal is to 
get scientists in various dis¬ 
ciplines to explain complex 
concepts in the simplest of 
ways. 

This year's question was 
selected by Alda after re¬ 
ceiving about 800 suggest¬ 
ed questions from children. 
He explained that many 
question focused on issues 


about light and color, in¬ 
cluding the childhood clas¬ 
sic: “Why is the sky blue?” 
“I’m in awe of the scientists 
who can bring clarity to 
these questions and I’m in 
awe of the kids who keep 
the scientists on their toes," 
Alda said. 

Alda, a New York native 
who has had a lifelong in¬ 
terest in science, started 
the contest in 2011 by ask¬ 
ing scientists: 

What is a flame? He fol¬ 
lowed that up last year 
with: What is time? 

Now comes color. 

“We want scientists to think 
about how they can an¬ 
swer the question from their 
own field — from biology fo 
physics fo anthropology or 
psychology," said Elizabeth 
Bass, director of the Alda 
Center. 

Bass said the answer can 
be explained from a vari¬ 
ety of scientific perspec¬ 
tives, including physics, 
chemistry, or psychology. 
Scientists have a March 
1, 2014, deadline to sub¬ 
mit their responses, which 



In this April 26, 2013 file photo, 
actor and sometimes science 
professor Alan Alda speaks 
during an interview on the 
campus of Stony Brook Uni¬ 
versity, on New York’s Long 
Island. 

Associated Press 

will then be judged by 
11-year-olds logging onto 
the Flame Challenge web¬ 
site. Last year, 20,000 stu¬ 
dents around the world 
served as judges. 

Two winners — one a writ¬ 
ten entry and the second 
for a video or graphic entry 
— will receive a free trip to 
New York City, where they 
will meet Alda and be hon¬ 
ored at the World Science 
Festival. □ 




In this Thursday night Dec. 13, 2012 file photo, a meteor streaks 
across the sky during the annual Geminid meteor shower over 
Springville, Ala. 

Associated Press 


Geminid meteor 
shower ramps up 
Friday night 


MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(AP) — The annual Gemi- 
nids meteor shower — the 
most intense of fhe year — 
will peak Friday nighf. 

But the best viewing may 
be early Saturday, once 
the moon sets. Between 
100 and 120 meteors are 
expected every hour at 
peak time. But scientists 


say the bright moon will 
interfere and reduce fhe 
number of visible meteors 
by half. That’s why the best 
shot for viewing will be clos¬ 
er fo dawn on Saturday. 
The Geminids come from a 
small asteroid named 3200 
Phaethon, which passes 
quite close to the sun. Its 
trail of dust and debris is 
what makes up the Gemi¬ 
nids. □ 



This image provided by NASA and taken by NASA’s Solar Dynamics Observatory on Nov. 28,2013, 
shows the sun, but no sign of comet ISON. During a meeting of the American Geophysical Union 
meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2013, scientists said the comet broke apart on Thanksgiving after 
coming close to the sun. 

Associated Press 


Comet ISON pronounced 
dead: Sun is chief suspect 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Com¬ 
et ISON, once optimistically 
called the comet of the 
century, is dead, the victim 
of a way-foo-close brush 
wifh fhe sun. 

If was barely a year old. 
The comef, which excit¬ 
ed astronomers and the 
media as it zipped within 
730,000 miles of the sun on 
Thanksgiving Day, was pro¬ 
nounced dead at a scien¬ 
tific conference Tuesday. 
Astronomers who had fol¬ 
lowed the ice ball mourn¬ 
ed the loss of the sky show 
that once promised to light 
up during December. 

Naval Research Lab as¬ 
tronomer Karl Battams, 
who headed the observing 
campaign for the comet, 
said ISON (EYE’-sahn) was 
stretched and pulled by 
the sun’s powerful gravity. 
It was also hit with solar ra¬ 


diation. 

And the icy snowball just 
fell apart. 

“At this point it seems like 
there is nothing left,” Bat¬ 
tams said at the American 
Geophysical Union con¬ 
ference in San Francisco. 
“Sorry, everyone. Comet 
ISON is dead. But its mem¬ 
ory will live on.” 
Astronomers had hoped 
it would survive because 
some — but not most — 
comets make it past close 
approaches with the sun. 
Last year Comet Lovejoy 
did. 

Had ISON survived it would 
have provided good na¬ 
ked-eye viewing in early 
December for the Northern 
Hemisphere, astronomers 
said. NASA had aimed 
several telescopes and 
spacecraft at the comet to 
watch its close brush with 
the sun, only to find it miss¬ 
ing after the encounter. □ 
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‘12 Years a Slave’ tops SAG Awards with 4 noms 


JESSICA HERNDON 
AP Film Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Steve 
McQueen’s historic saga 
“12 Years a Slave” topped 
the nominations list for the 
20th annual Screen Actors 
Guild Awards Wednesday, 
cementing it as a solid 
Academy Awards pros¬ 
pect with four nominations. 
John Wells’ dysfunctional 
family adaptation “August: 
Osage County,” which hits 
theaters Dec. 25 and fea¬ 
tures an all-star cast includ¬ 
ing Meryl Streep and Julia 
Roberts, also picked up 
awards-season momen¬ 
tum with three nomina¬ 
tions, including outstand¬ 
ing performance for the 
cast. 

The SAG nominations are 
one of Hollywood’s first 
major announcements on 
the long road to the March 
2 Oscars. Also key are the 
Golden Globe nomina¬ 
tions, which will be re¬ 
vealed Thursday morning. 
Noticeably absent from 
Wednesday’s SAG lineup 
were Spike Jonze’s futuristic 
computer love story “Her,” 
starring Joaquin Phoenix; 
Ethan and Joel Coen's folk 
scene-focused dark com¬ 
edy “Inside Llewyn Davis”; 
Richard Linklater’s raw 
and romantic “Before Mid¬ 
night”; and Martin Scorse¬ 
se’s stockbroker story “The 
Wolf of Wall Street,” which 
features performances by 
Leonardo DiCaprio and 
Jonah Hill. 

Robert Redford, as a re¬ 
sourceful sailor in “All is 
Lost,” was also snubbed, as 
was Ryan Coogler’s numb¬ 
ing injustice tale “Fruitvale 
Station” and the film's lead 
actor, Michael B. Jordan. 
Joining the SAG list for 
outstanding cast perfor¬ 
mance were Jean-Marc 
Vallee’s AIDS drama “Dal¬ 
las Buyers Club” and the 
sweeping White House ser¬ 
vant tale “Lee Daniels' The 
Butler.” Both films topped 
the list with three nomina¬ 
tions each. 

Also nominated for cast 
performance was David 
O. Russell’s 1970s con-artist 
romp “American Hustle.” 
And the film scored an indi¬ 
vidual supporting nomina¬ 
tion for Jennifer Lawrence. 


In addition to its cast hon¬ 
ors, “12 Years a Slave” at¬ 
tained individual acting 
nominations, including 
male lead for Chiwetel 
Ejiofor as a free African- 
American man who is kid¬ 
napped and sold into slav¬ 
ery, Michael Fassbender 
for supporting actor as a 
ruthless slave owner and 
Lupita Nyong'o for female 
support as a favored field- 
worker. 

“Osage County" had in¬ 
dividual nominations for 
Streep for female lead as 
the conflicted matriarch 
in the adaptation of Tra¬ 
cy Letts’ Pulitzer Prize and 
Tony-winning play, and 
Roberts for supporting fe¬ 
male actor as the domi¬ 
neering daughter. 
Additional best-actress 
nominees included Cate 
Blanchett as a fallen social¬ 
ite in Woody Allen’s “Blue 
Jasmine,” Sandra Bullock 
as a brave astronaut in 
Alfonso Curaon's lost-in¬ 
space odyssey “Gravity,” 


Judi Dench as a woman in 
search of her son in “Philo- 
mena” and Emma Thomp¬ 
son as author P.L. Travers in 
the Disney comedy “Sav¬ 
ing Mr. Banks.” 

June Squibb, as a spitfire in 
Alexander Payne’s small¬ 
town comedy “Nebraska,” 
and Oprah Winfrey, as the 
bold Gloria Gaines in “The 
Butler,” also received sup¬ 
porting role nominations. 
“Dallas Buyers Club” scored 
nominations for best ac¬ 
tor for Matthew McCo- 
naughey as a HIV-positive 
rodeo-lover and Jared Leto 
for supporting actor as a 
transgender. Forest Whita¬ 
ker received the lead actor 
nomination for his portrayal 
of a long-time White House 
butler in “Lee Daniels’ The 
Butler.” 

Others bringing in lead-ac¬ 
tor nominations included 
Bruce Dern for his portray¬ 
al of an aging dreamer 
in “Nebraska” and Tom 
Hanks, who plays the title 
role in Paul Greengrass’ So¬ 


mali pirate story. 

Ron Howard’s Formula 
One tale “Rush” earned 
two nominations, including 
stunt ensemble and a sup¬ 
porting actor bid for Daniel 
Bruhl. 

Among TV ensemble con¬ 
tenders were HBO's “Board¬ 
walk Empire” and “Game 
of Thrones,” AMC's “Break¬ 
ing Bad,” PBS’s “Downton 
Abbey” and Showtime's 
“Homeland” for drama, 
and NBC’s “30 Rock,” Net- 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A fresh 
batch of Matildas are en 
route to Broadway. 
Producers of the hit British 
import “Matilda the Musi¬ 
cal” have tapped Paige 
Brady, Gabriella Pizzolo, Ri¬ 
pley Sobo, and Ava Ulloa 
as the next group who will 
rotate playing the teleki¬ 
netic heroine at the Shu- 
bert Theatre. 

The four will replace Sophia 
Gennusa, Oona Laurence, 
Bailey Ryon and Milly Sha¬ 
piro, who all received Tony 
Honors for Excellence in the 
Theatre, a non-competitive 
commendation. The transi¬ 
tion will hopefully be done 
by the end of January. 
Ten-year-old Paige, from 
the Philadelphia area, is 
making her Broadway de¬ 
but, as is 10-year-old Ga¬ 
briella, from upstate New 


flix’s “Arrested Develop¬ 
ment,” CBS’s “The Big Bang 
Theory,” ABC’s “Modern 
Family” and HBO’s “Veep” 
in the comedy category. 
“New Girl” star Zooey De- 
schanel, Mindy Kaling of 
“The Mindy Project” and 
“Louie” creator and star 
Louis C.K. were all snubbed 
on nominations in the com¬ 
edy field. 

The SAG Awards will be 
presented Jan. 18 in Los 
AngelesO 


York, and 9-year-old New 
York City native Ava. Ten- 
year-old Ripley, also from 
upstate New York, made 
her Broadway debut in 
“Once.” 

“Matilda,” which opened 
in April, is a witty musical 
adaptation of the beloved 
novel by Roald Dahl and 
is true to his bleak vision 
of childhood as a savage 
battleground. 

The musical tells the story of 
a precocious and slightly 
telekinetic Matilda Worm¬ 
wood, an English girl who 
loves to read despite the 
disdain of her sleazy par¬ 
ents. She is befriended by 
a kindly teacher but op¬ 
posed by the fearsome 
school headmistress. 

The use of four rotat¬ 
ing Matildas in New York 
echoes the way it was 
done in Britain, to huge 
success. □ 



4 new Matildas set to 
take the Broadway stage 

1 


British Director Steve McQueen, left, Kenyan actress Lupita 
Nyong’o, center, and British actor Chiwetel Ejiofor arrive at the 
French Premiere of “12 Years A Slave” on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 

2013 in Paris. 
Associated Press 



This undated image released by Boneau/Bryan-Brown shows 
actress Ava Ulloa. Ulloa, along with Ripley Sobo, Gabriella Piz¬ 
zolo, and Paige Brady, pictured right, have joined the Broadway 
company of “Matilda The Musical” and will begin performances 
in the title role over the course of the next few weeks. 

Associated Press 
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This Dec. 4, 2013 file photo shows the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree in New York. It’s that time of year: holiday music time. And with holiday music comes all 
the strange and twisted things we sometimes think we’re hearing. Mondegreens, the moniker for misheard words in song, aren't restricted to holiday standards, 
of course, but the old-timey language of some seems to serve as a botched-lyric magnet. 

Associated Press 


LEANNE ITALIE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Milk and 
spiders? Nine lazy Hansons? 
Sleep in heavenly peas? 

It’s that time of year: holi¬ 
day music time. And with 
holiday music comes all the 
strange and twisted things 
we sometimes think we're 
hearing. Mondegreens, the 
moniker for misheard words 
in song, aren’t restricted 
to holiday standards, of 
course, but the old-timey 
language of some seems 
to serve as a botched-lyr¬ 
ic magnet. Lest you think 
funny turns on song lyrics 
are the stuff of childhoods, 
Missy O'Reilly knows other¬ 


wise. She's an actress, co¬ 
median and co-owner of 
Planet Rose, a karaoke ha¬ 
ven on Manhattan’s Lower 
East Side. 

“I’m the biggest Christmas 
nerd, so I’m always en¬ 
couraging people to sing 
Christmas music,” she said. 
“Some people are really 
surprised when they see 
what the real words are.” 
Look no further than 
Snopes.com for handy ex¬ 
amples submitted by read¬ 
ers of the website that col¬ 
lects and debunks urban 
legends, folklore, myths, 
rumors and misinformation. 
Noting that mondegreens 
aren't parody, but words 


we actually think we're lis¬ 
tening to, Snopes keeps a 
list of holiday gems. 

For “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas,” there’s “Ten 
lawyers leaving” and “Nine 
lazy Hansons.” Later we’ve 
got “Six geezers laying,” 
along with “a paltry tin-af¬ 
fair tree.” Those are in lieu 
of lords a-leaping, ladies 
dancing, geese a-laying 
and the obligatory par¬ 
tridge in a pear tree, fyi. 

If ever you’ve made it to 
the fourth verse of “Winter 
Wonderland,” you'll be re¬ 
lieved to know it doesn’t 
include “Later on milk and 
spiders, as we dream by 
the fire," but rather: “Later 


on we'll conspire ...” And 
that snowman you may 
or may not build in the 
meadow? You should pre¬ 
tend he’s “Parson Brown,” 
not “sparse and brown,” 
or “parched and brown.” 
Just sayin’. There are most 
definitely no “peas" in “Si¬ 
lent Night,” but “heavenly 
peace.” In “Santa Claus Is 
Cornin’ to Town," the big 
guy in red does this: “mak¬ 
ing a list, checkin’ it twice.” 
Not this: “making a list, of 
chicken and rice.” 
Sometimes, O’Reilly said, an 
entire holiday song is one 
big what?! She was thinking 
of the haunting yet beauti¬ 
ful — to the ears of some 


critics — “Fairytale of New 
York,” co-written by Shane 
MacGowen of the Celtic 
punk group The Pogues. 
An Irish immigrant recall¬ 
ing a Christmas Eve stay in 
a New York City drunk tank 
tells of an inebriated older 
cellmate whose rendition 
of a traditional ballad spins 
the thickly brogued nar¬ 
rator (MacGowen) into a 
raunchy imagining of a de¬ 
bauched life with the old 
ditty’s female character. 
“It’s a beautiful, beautiful 
song but people are al¬ 
ways confused by what the 
words are,” O’Reilly said. 
“It’s really hard to decipher 
the words.”□ 


17-city tour to mark 
Newport Jazz Festival’s 60th 


NEWPORT, Rhode Island (AP) — The Newport Jazz Fes¬ 
tival is kicking off its 60th anniversary with a 17-city U.S. 
tour. 

The concerts in February and March will feature an en¬ 
semble of jazz artists picked by festival creator George 
Wein (ween). They include clarinetist-saxophonist Anat 
Cohen, vocalist-pianist Karrin Allyson, bassists Larry Gren¬ 
adier and Ben Allison, among others.Q 


In this Aug. 2, 2013 file photo, George Wein, 
Newport Jazz Fesitval founder and producer, 
listens to Herbie Hancock and Wayne Short¬ 
er perform at the festival in Newport, R.l. The 
festival will expand to three full days of per¬ 
formances in 2014 to celebrate it's 60th an¬ 
niversary. 

















THE NEW YORK TIMES l A3 l 


THURSDAY 12 DECEMBER 2013 


Can’t We Do Better? 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 

The latest results in the Program 
for International Student Assess¬ 
ment, or PISA, which compare 
how well 15-year-olds in 65 cities 
and countries can apply math, 
science and reading skills to 
solve real-world problems were 
released last week, and it wasn’t 
pretty for the home team. An¬ 
dreas Schleicher, who manages 
PISA, told the Department of Edu¬ 
cation: “Three years ago, I came 
here with a special report bench¬ 
marking the U.S. against some 
of the best performing and rap¬ 
idly improving education systems. 
Most of them have pulled further 
ahead, whether it is Brazil that ad¬ 
vanced from the bottom, Germa¬ 
ny and Poland that moved from 
adequate to good, or Shanghai 
and Singapore that moved from 
good to great. The math results of 
top-performer Shanghai are now 
2 1/2 school years ahead even of 
those in Massachusetts - itself a 
leader within the U.S.” 

Not good. We’re now in an era 
in which globalization and the in¬ 
formation technology revolution 
have merged to drastically shrink 
what was the basis of our middle 
class for so many years: the “high- 
wage, middle-skilled” job. In a less 
integrated and less automated 
world of walls, where unions held 
more sway, many Americans 
could live an average middle- 
class lifestyle with average skills. 
In today’s hyperconnected world 
without walls - when more Indians, 
Chinese, computers, robots and 
software can perform more aver¬ 
age blue-collar and white-collar 
jobs - the only high-wage jobs are 
increasingly high-skill jobs. 

“Over the last decade, job growth 
in the industrialized world has al¬ 
most exclusively been at the top 
end of the PISA skill distribution,” 
explained Schleicher, “while 
routine cognitive skills, the kinds 
of things that are easy to teach 
but also easy to digitize and out¬ 
source, have seen the steepest 
decline in demand.” 

President Barack Obama noted 
last week that this was one reason 
that the top 10 percent in Ameri¬ 
ca now takes home half of our na¬ 
tional income, up from one-third 
in 1979. One response is to raise 
the minimum wage and provide 
national health care. I hope both 
work, but neither will solve the 
problem. “Since the link between 
skills, jobs and growth is becoming 
ever tighter, it will be harder and 
harder for governments to ad¬ 
dress inequalities through redistri¬ 
bution,” argues Schleicher. 

To his credit, Obama has also 
been calling for more investment 
in preschool, tech-ed and afford¬ 
able colleges, but Republicans 


will only talk about tax cuts. Tax 
cuts alone won’t cut it either. Our 
kids face three big adjustments. 
First, to be in the middle class, 
they will need to be constantly 
improving their skills over their life¬ 
time. Second, to do that, they will 
need a lot more self-motivation. 
The “digital divide” will soon dis¬ 
appear. Fairly soon, virtually ev¬ 
eryone will have a screen and an 
Internet connection. In that world, 
argues futurist Marina Gorbis, the 
big divide will be “the motiva¬ 
tional divide” - who has the self- 
motivation, grit and persistence 
to take advantage of all the free 
or cheap online tools to create, 
collaborate and learn. And third, 
countries that thrive the most will 
be the HIEs - the high imagination¬ 
enabling countries - that attract 
and enable talent to be con¬ 
stantly spinning off new ideas and 
startups, the source of most new 
good jobs. 

So now let’s look at the latest PISA. 
It found that the most successful 
students are those who feel real 
“ownership” of their education. In 
all the best performing school sys¬ 
tems, said Schleicher, “students 
feel they personally can make a 
difference in their own outcomes 
and that education will make a 
difference for their future.” The 
PISA research, said Schleicher, 
also shows that “students whose 
parents have high expectations 
for them tend to have more per¬ 
severance, greater intrinsic moti¬ 
vation to learn.” 

The highest performing PISA 
schools, he added, all have 
“ownership” cultures - a high de¬ 
gree of professional autonomy for 
teachers in the classrooms, where 
teachers get to participate in 
shaping standards and curriculum 
and have ample time for continu¬ 
ous professional development. 
So teaching is not treated as an 
industry where teachers just spew 
out and implement the ideas of 
others, but rather is “a profession 
where teachers have ownership 
of their practice and standards, 
and hold each other account¬ 
able,” said Schleicher. 

We’re going through a huge tech¬ 
nological transformation in the 
middle of a recession. It requires 
a systemic response. Democrats 
who protect teachers’ unions 
that block reforms to give teach¬ 
ers more ownership and account¬ 
ability, and who refuse to address 
long-term entitlement spending 
that threatens to deprive us of 
funds to invest in the young, are 
harming our future. Republicans 
who block investments in things 
like early education and immigra¬ 
tion reform - today we educate 
the world’s top talent in our col¬ 
leges and then send them back 
to their home countries - are 
harming our future. 

Conservatives need to think dif¬ 
ferently about the near-term 
safety nets we need to ease 
some people through this period, 
and liberals need to think more 
seriously about how we incen- 
tivize and unleash risk-takers to 
start new companies that create 
growth, wealth and good jobs. To 
have more employees, we need 
more employers. Just redividing a 
slow-growing pie will not sustain 
the American dream. □ 



Obamacare Finally Turning A Corner? 



ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2013 New York Times 

This was the week when liberals 
decided that it was safe to feel 
optimistic about Obamacare 
again. 

Not, mind you, because the web¬ 
site’s flaws have all been wiped 
away, or because the pace of 
enrollment is where the White 
House wanted it to be, or be¬ 
cause the political backlash over 
plan cancellations has disap¬ 
peared. The site may be better, 
the enrollment pace higher, the 
backlash no longer front-page 
news - but the law’s rollout is by 
any reasonable definition still a 
dreadful mess. 

But a worst-case scenario, in 
which the website remained un¬ 
usable well into the new year, 
seems to have been averted, 
and with it the danger that insur¬ 
ers or congressional Democrats 
would begin to bail on Obam¬ 
acare entirely. 

And liberals have apparently 
decided that just getting things 
moving in the right direction 
makes all the difference. Sure, 
problems persist, crucial errors 
remain, and confusion probably 
looms for some customers and 
insurers in January, when poli¬ 
cies are supposed to take effect. 
But errors can be fixed, money 
sluiced around, more temporary 
changes made. The important 
thing is there will be no immedi¬ 
ate political unraveling ... which 
means that enrollment will keep 
rising ... which means that by 2016, 
Obamacare will be a locked-in, 
impossible-to-repeal feature of 
the American landscape. 

This holds true, liberals have be¬ 
gun telling themselves, even if the 


law’s disruptions cost Democrats 
dearly in the 2014 midterms. Be¬ 
cause a working website will give 
the White House “three full years 
to create millions, and perhaps 
tens of millions, of winners who are 
getting insurance or protection,” 
The Washington Post’s Ezra Klein 
wrote last week. Democrats can 
“lose on the politics in the midterm 
election even as they win on the 
policy in the long term.” 

The entrenchment hypothesis is 
plausible. But it elides one cru¬ 
cial problem: the extent to which 
the successful implementation of 
Obamacare actually depends on 
the law’s political standing. 

That’s because the law can work 
only if people who don’t neces¬ 
sarily benefit immediately from its 
provisions decide to participate 
anyway. If they respond to higher 
premiums by either staying out or 
dropping out, then Obamacare 
will be permanently unstable: The 
dollar figures, both for insurers and 
the government, simply won’t 
add up. 

The participation of the young 
and healthy is supposed to be 
required, of course, by the indi¬ 
vidual mandate. But the man¬ 
date’s penalty is relatively modest 
and its enforcement mechanisms 
relatively weak, which means its 
power ultimately depends more 
on civic duty than on immediate 
self-interest. 

The law’s advocates have ex¬ 
plicitly acknowledged this point. 
Explaining the case for the man¬ 
date last month. The Atlantic’s 
Matt O’Brien allowed that “a ra¬ 
tional self-maximizer” might de¬ 
cide to pay the fine instead of 
buying costly coverage. But “real 
people,” he argued, “aren’t ratio¬ 
nal self-maximizers... We don’t like 
to feel like we’re doing the wrong 
thing. We like to follow the rules 
instead. Feel like we’re a good 
person.” 

The experience of Mitt Romney’s 
Massachusetts, O’Brien conclud¬ 
ed, shows how this works: Enroll¬ 
ment in Romneycare spiked when 
the mandate kicked in, and it 
spiked for healthy people - pre¬ 
sumably because they accepted 


the “positive responsibility” of the 
mandate, and bought health in¬ 
surance because it’s what they 
were “supposed to do.” 

But this example does not neces¬ 
sarily bode well for Obamacare’s 
unfolding. The Massachusetts law 
was a bipartisan bill passed in a 
wealthy, homogeneous state with 
a pervasive left-liberal ethos. The 
national health care law aspires 
to create the same sense of “posi¬ 
tive responsibility” in a much more 
polarized, fragmented, socioeco¬ 
nomically diverse and libertarian- 
minded society, roughly half of 
which opposes the law outright. 
This was always going to be a lift 
even without technological prob¬ 
lems and “if you like your plan, 
you can keep your plan” disillu¬ 
sionment. Now it’s much, much 
heavier. 

Consider the findings of a new 
poll from Harvard’s Institute of 
Politics. Among the traditionally 
pro-Obama millennial generation, 
the core group that the White 
House needs to “follow the rules” 
and buy a policy, the president’s 
approval ratings have dropped 
to 41 percent, and support for 
Obamacare has also plunged: 
56 percent of 18- to 29-year-olds 
disapprove of the law, a majority 
say it will increase costs, and just 
18 percent say it will improve their 
care. Meanwhile, a new National 
Journal survey finds that a majority 
of millennials expect the law to be 
repealed outright. 

Those are not numbers that sug¬ 
gest a population that’s poised 
to fall in line, do its civic duty, and 
feel warm and fuzzy in the pro¬ 
cess. Rather, they suggest that the 
political emotions stirred up by the 
rollout - frustration, disillusionment, 
anger - could have substantial 
consequences for sign-up rates as 
well. 

“If there’s one thing we know how 
to do,” said a White House official 
last spring, projecting optimism 
about Obamacare enrollment, 
“it’s reach young people.” 

Now, though, the fate of their 
policy may depend on not only 
reaching them, but reconverting 
them as well.. □ 
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San Francisco Living: Beyond tie-dye, just techie 


SHEILA MARIKAR 
© 2013 New York Times 
SAN FRANCISCO - A few 

weeks ago, Mike North 
ambled up the steps of his 
home in the Lower Haight 
neighborhood here, feel¬ 
ing blissed out. 

Fresh from a 90-minute 
yoga class with live music 
and an instructor who had 
worn fishnet stockings and 
high heels, he was looking 
forward to a quiet, relaxing 
evening. 

Instead, he opened the 
front door and was en¬ 
gulfed by an Enlighten¬ 
ment-era theme party. 


“It was just full-on costumes, 
the plague was running 
rampant and there were 
doctors running around 
trying to cure it,” North, 36, 
said recently. “There were 
people in monocles and 
full Edwardian garb. I stood 
there in my yoga clothes 
thinking, ‘Quick, I need to 
get my tail coat and top 
hat, stat!'” 

This is what happens when 
you have 11 roommates 
who would rather watch 
an argument between 


people dressed up as Gali¬ 
leo and Newton than the 
latest episode of “Scan¬ 
dal.” 

North, the founder of 
the nonprofit organiza¬ 
tion Reallocate, lives in a 
three-story Victorian house 
known as the Embassy. 
Some nights, depending 
on the occupancy of a 
private guest room and 
a hostellike setup of bunk 
beds, as many as 16 peo¬ 
ple may sleep there. 
Everyone shares a mod¬ 
erately sized kitchen (only 
rule: Don't leave dishes in 
the sink). There are eight 


bathrooms and a commer¬ 
cial-grade washing ma¬ 
chine on the lower level. 
Ikea storage units mingle 
with velvet settees; garlic 
cloves come in 3-pound 
bags. 

“You quickly learn to cook 
for more than just yourself," 
said Jessy Kate Schingler, 
32, a founder of the Em¬ 
bassy. 

The Embassy is one of 
many “intentional commu¬ 
nities,” a tech-savvy, not 
particularly politicized ver¬ 


sion of communes, which 
are being flocked to by 20- 
and 30-somethings in the 
Bay Area, where shared 
living became popular 
in the 1960s. By the count 
of Schingler, who is start¬ 
ing an urban real estate 
development company 
focused on collaborative 
living, there are about 50 
spaces similar to the Em¬ 
bassy officially operating in 
and around San Francisco. 
While each has its own 
quirks, they all aspire to 
foster creativity, fuel entre¬ 
preneurial endeavors and 
collaboration and make 


life generally more excit¬ 
ing. If this involves climb¬ 
ing up two ladders to sleep 
in a crawl space, as one 
resident at Langton Labs 
does, so be it. 

“Some people think of 
home as a retreat, where 
you get to get away from 
everything," said Peretz 
Partensky, 32, a founder 
of Langton, which hosts 
an average of 19 people 
a night in two buildings 
across the street from each 
other. “We see home as a 


place where you engage, 
create and collaborate." 
(Granted, he said, “you 
need a tolerance for orga¬ 
nized chaos.") 

Or as Nick Lane-Smith, 33, 
an entrepreneur and fixture 
at the Sub, a warehouse 
loft in the Mission District, 
put it: “You get to come 
home every day and it’s 
like opening a cereal box 
with a toy inside. You have 
no idea who's going to be 
over and what they're go¬ 
ing to be doing and who 
they brought with them 
that you get to meet.” 
Since Langton opened six 


years ago, Partensky esti¬ 
mates, about 1,000 short- 
and long-term guests have 
stayed there, each pay¬ 
ing upward of $1,200 a 
month in rent. Unlike in the 
old days, lost souls cannot 
saunter off a Volkswagen 
bus and expect a bed 
(and a toke); Langton, the 
Embassy and others have 
rigorous application pro¬ 
cesses for prospective resi¬ 
dents, with questions such 
as: “If you had a super¬ 
power, what would it be?” 


North was interviewed 
by 10 of 11 prospective 
housemates before being 
accepted into the Embas¬ 
sy. (At some communes, 
friends of residents looking 
for a place to crash can 
claim a bunk in a shared 
room for $30-$40 a night.) 
As powerful as the desire 
to socialize, perhaps, is the 
need to maximize resourc¬ 
es in an unfriendly housing 
market. 

“What we're doing is us¬ 
ing a house with enormous 
square footage to house a 
decent number of people 
making normal human in¬ 
comes,” said Mike Grace, 
a biologist at the NASA 
Ames Research Center 
who lives in Rainbow Man¬ 
sion, a 5,000-square-foot 
house in suburban Cuperti¬ 
no, about 40 miles from San 
Francisco, that has been 
communal since 2006. 
Seven full-time residents 
now split the $7,300 month¬ 
ly rent there. “I capture the 
lifestyle of someone who 
earns $20,000 to $30,000 
a year more than I do,” 
Grace said. “For the rent 
that I pay, I would be liv¬ 
ing in a studio south of San 
Jose." 

There seem to be more 
adult relationships at inten¬ 
tional communities than 
“Real World”-style hot tub 
hookups. Grace has lived 
in Rainbow for almost three 
years with his fiancee, Di¬ 
ana Gentry, who does re¬ 
search at NASA. 

“I had never lived with a 
significant other before 
moving in here," Gentry 
said while making tofu la- 
sagna for a house dinner 
on a recent Wednesday 
night. “That was the bigger 
change for me." 

Schingler of the Embassy 
has lived in communal 
homes (including Rainbow, 
which she also helped 
found), for almost all her 
decade-long relationship 
with her husband, Robbie 
Schingler, 35, a founder of 
the satellite startup Planet 
Labs. 

Then there is the reality of 
upkeep, which led to the 
demise of the Glint, a com¬ 
munal house founded by 
Damian Madray, Alexan¬ 
dras Pagidas and Charles 
Lee in 2011 .□ 



The Embassy communal living space, which some nights, depending on the occupancy of a private guest room and a hostel-like 
setup of bunk beds, sleeps as many as 16, in the Lower Haight neighborhood of San Francisco. The Embassy is one of many “inten¬ 
tional communities” - a tech-savvy, not particularly politicized version of a commune flocked to by 20- and 30-somethings in the 
Bay Area, where shared living became popular in the 1960s. 

(Preston Gannaway/The New York Times) 

















